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General view from the west.
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Higher part of the atrium of the C wing.
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: Atrium of the D wing.
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A metropolis needs new centers appropriate to its size if it is to
continue to develop and prosper. Those centers need to meet new
demands made by society; they must also serve as models for the
development of the districts around them.

Shinagawa Inter City is a project realized through some 15
years of effort. From the start, the client, the architect and users
have had a common objective: to create a long-lasting work that
would be responsive to the diverse demands of society and con-
tribute to the growth of the district.

This is a model large-scale development. Overall harmony has
been achieved, human scale has been preserved and pleasant office
spaces have been created through a comprehensive organization
and arrangement of facilities including three highrise office build-
ings, a lowrise block serving commercial and cultural functions and
a 270-meter long public walkway facing a park.

The office buildings have high ratios of rentable floor areas.
Special heat-reflective glass is used to help control the interior
environment. With their exterior finish of precast panels with
exposed natural stone, the buildings project a distinctive image.
Various measures have been taken with respect to the development
of fire walls, the air conditioning system and the reduction of ener-
gy consumption. The system of operation, maintenance and man-
agement has yielded excellent results from the start.

The lowrise block, which is bordered on one side by a public
walkway called the Skyway, accommodates indoor and outdoor
multilevel spaces called the Atrium and the Galleria. The spatial
organization is characterized by vertical and horizontal continuity.
This not only facilitates orientation inside but increases visual con-
tact with the outdoors. Although the adjacent park is not yet com-
plete, the project is clearly intended to be open to its immediate
environment.

Various devices and industrialized construction methods were
adopted to increase efficiency in the belowground construction
work. In the aboveground construction work, unit floors, unit cur-
tain-wall glass, precast double-skin curtain walls and CFT columns
were used. The distinctive lightweight roof over the Skyway was
made possible by the use of thin precast concrete, reinforced with
carbon fibers.

The project has been a huge success: the occupancy rate was 98
percent for office spaces and 100 percent for commercial spaces at
the time of the project's completion. 60,000 persons use the Skyway
daily. In addition, service has been improved, the flexible use of
facilities has been promoted and the communication system has
been enhanced through the development of a support system for the
operation of the project buildings in order to increases efficiency
and creates added value.

This project will only be complete when the infrastructure,
including new transportation and roads, and the park have been
developed. However, it is already clear how everything will look
when finished. The project is certainly worthy of a prize, even at
this stage.
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