I hZ 22X Downward view of the entrance.

W 4
Vol

BEFFALTEN D HATLS

b

=DA

n space bitween the stone wall of the castle and the

NBHOR

(0]

0%
P5000500%
dasteel

the bridge.

&2T2%

Jl

F1E20ETY

‘=
i

;-3

153010
el
200504 29,
25095088
ueNTasea2ds
0a 00501219004
S rIceser

By
B
©
2
©
@
c
c
S
o
o
-
-
@
=3
2
b
0
2
i
‘©
=)
c
2
]
=
x
o
o
=
S
=
S
(]

50%
Reieseiateedas
$000074% 610403945

RPN
S oer D S

AIANEALSRAAN
RO ARANRANA
SRS N
R
SR
/»Wﬁ%/
AR

2z
T
2oz
2o
S22
757
e

e

-
Z
Z
=2
Z

Z
Z
2

2

o
P

=22

oo
=
P
=2
Vs
GrTo
CrrZo s

o

ZZ
ZZ
=

2

7

==

2

)
S
ZZ2A

Z
S,

72

to Architect & Associates
i Corporation

Ltd.

iyamo
i Co.,
1998

ku, Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefectu

-Gum

2
=
G

o

e

o

Location / Kokurakita-

Owner/Kitakyushu City

Architect / Tadanaga M

Contractors,” Matsumura-Gum
Mor

Completion Date / Jun.,

aa m\ﬁﬁ

—
—
—_

Hk

EX A 2-3

P
=]

R AL A M/

BEE AL AME

General view from tha So

]
MRS AR

T, 1998%6H

JeJuing.

Matsumoto Seicho Memorial Museum

R, %

A

HETE /MR SHERERBERGTEBAN

BCS Prize-winning Work
L&tk SHARHE

mEfleR




IR RR—NEYFEERS
Inner court seen through the fixed sash window of the entrance hall.

W@ #&R1/400

BB I T RF—IVEWBE & #ERBEEXE facing page : Stairhall to the basement.

MRBROEFNIBRIN TV I ERETRE2
The late Seicho Matsumoto's study restored in the standing exhibition galleries-2.
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The idea of this memorial museum dedicated to Seicho Matsumoto
was to organize the facility around the late author's study, library
and reception room, which have been moved from Tokyo and
restored on the site

These rooms are set in the middle of the large, quiet space of the
museum and give visitors a glimpse of the environment in which
Matsumoto once worked. The library, where books and records
totaling some 30,000 volumes are still stored in their original
places, has the strange effect of transporting visitors back in time.

The woman who is the current director of the museum was the
author's editor for over thirty years at the publishing house Bungei
Shunju. She was well acquainted with the author, so much so that
she knows where every material belongs on the shelves. She has
helped to give life to the museum. She was closely involved in the
museum project from the conceptual stage and, since its comple-
tion, has been fully engaged in the museum's administration.

Matsumoto was interested throughout his life in Ogai Mori, and
he wrote a number of works concerning the Meiji-period author. It
was decided to give the commission for the museum's design to the
architect of the Mori Ogai Memorial Museum in Shimane
Prefecture instead of holding a proposal-type competition, which is
commonplace in projects of this kind. The strong commitment
shown by the client, who decided to select an architect already
associated with Ogai and thereby express in architectural terms the
close relationship between the writers, and by the many persons
who actively campaigned to have the museum located in this place
has inspired the architect to create a superior work of architecture.

Matsumoto lived for a long time in Kokura, from his youth to
the age of 44, when he made his debut on the literary stage. For
that reason, the museum was constructed in one corner of a park on
the former site of Kokura Castle in the middle of the city—a place
that local people consider the heart of Kokura.

The original stone walls and the water-filled outer moat of the
castle survive on the north and west sides of the park. The muse-
um is located in the park's southwestern corner.

This building is unassuming when seen from the street. The
large, gently-curving tile roof turns a corner at the southwestern
end of the park. Clever detailing is used where the exterior, clay-
finished wall meets the exposed concrete under the overhang.
Glimpses of the wall can be seen through the planted bushes. The
overall effect is one of elegant understatement.

The ground has been excavated approximately five meters in
order to restore the stone wall of the moat to about ten meters in
height on the east side. The first floor of the museum thus faces a
stone-paved courtyard, which has been dubbed "the moat." A
pleasant environment has been created for the spaces serving vari-
ous functions in the plan.

Initially, 100,000 visitors were expected in the first year, but
that number was reached within five months of the opening of the
museum. Today, the facility is being used by many people from all
over the country, including many repeaters. The building, which
was made possible by good teamwork on the part of the client, the
architect, the builder and other concerned persons, not only during
the course of the project, but even now that the museum is in oper-
ation, is an excellent work worthy of this prize.

35



