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Ibaraki Prefectural Government

FRTER,SRIBIE K P i %2 RE] 987-6 Location,/Mito City, Ibaraki Prefecture

BEE TRIHE Owner,/Ibaraki Prefecture

REHE /MR SHEBTH Architects/MHS Planners, Architects & Engineers

RIE/ SMASHETHIEE Contractors,/ Takenaka Corporation
FHESFSH Toda Corporation
AR =1 Kabuki Construction Co.,Ltd.
MRS R E TS Okabe Komuten Co.,Ltd.
HREESM s Muto Construction Co.,Ltd.
KEER A S Taisei Corporation
RS Ando Corporation
ke Tk ott Suzunui Industry Co.,Ltd.
HRXESHRLTFEE Akiyama Komuten Co.,Ltd.
HA S KRHE Obayashi Corporation
I MK Sato Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
RRFNEEE NSt Showa Construction Co.,Ltd.
BRI EM S Joso Kaihatsu Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
EREFMAEH Tsutaya Construction Co.,Ltd. FFHTRALBIZE L 51 2B Inner court o the north side of the Government Offce Building.
jhk axtspe T R & ) MFEMEE L5 Assembly Hal seen from the so-called Civi Plaza.
AT T F A4 Taihei Kensetsu Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
HAELAREKK = JDC Corporation
maEETEMKSH Hosoya Construction
AFEFEMRASH Penta-Ocean Construction Co.,Ltd.
MRS A XRIEEER Okubo Construction Co.,Ltd.
BARRIAEIE Suzuki Ryo Komuten Co.,Ltd.
MR =t AT Okumura Corporation
Bt AMK St Hitachi Doboku Co.,Ltd.
BRESEFSH Sugawara Construction Co.,Ltd.
ABAARETAHA S Dai Nippon Construction
O TEMASH Taguchi Construction Co.,Ltd.

I, 1999F3A Completion Date, /' Mar.,1999
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mlles ArS5ERABTE, THTS, #EE General view from the south. (from left to right) Police Headquarters, Government Office Building and Assembly Hall.
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TBTE2NERA—IV LV REAMRERS  Inner court seen through the so-called Civic Hall on the second floor.
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@a; »mgw Aerial view rom the south. ' = ' : ' HEZ1BENOE—  Lobby of the first floor of the Assembly Hall. TBUTET7 RUI L 11D S5 RILFICE > TV
i 15-story atrium of the Government Office Building.
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MHS Planners, Architects & Engineers was commissioned to
design the Ibaraki Prefectural Government Office on the basis of its
entry in a limited proposal-type competition. The complex as a
whole achieves an extremely high level of design and construction
and suggests new ways such facilities can be used by the public.

An extensive green area is arranged on the south side, and park-
ing on the north side, of a 15-hectare site. The prefectural govern-
ment office building, assembly hall and police headquarters, which
together have a total floor area of 160,000 square meters, are
arranged side by side in the middle of the site. The circulation sys-
tem is quite clear. The driveway to the central entrance on the
south side is on the first-floor level. Visitors are led up a very gen-
tle slope to a planted man-made deck on the second-floor level.
Local character is underscored by the extensive use of locally-quar-
ried granite for paving throughout the complex. Although the
buildings are dignified as befits a prefectural government building,
the abundance of greenery provided by the landscaping prevents
them from becoming too stiff and formal.

This represents a new form of government office, one in which
natural light and ventilation are introduced into the heart of the
building. The lower block accommodates the so-called Civic Hall,
which serves as the entrance hall, an auditorium and a disaster-pre-
vention center, and the highrise block is organized around a 15-
story atrium on the 11th level. Many parts of the building are open
to the public. Exhibition spaces and a cafeteria are located around
a granite-paved courtyard on the second floor of the entrance area,
and an observation deck is on the top floor. The office spaces are
comfortable, and places for communication such as the corridors
face the atrium and are brightly-lit and open. The building has
been carefully planned and considered as a workplace for govern-
ment office workers, a place for workers to communicate with vis-
itors and a place for the public to enjoy.

Some members of the committee expressed reservations con-
cerning the design of the park on the south side and the adoption of
a highrise solution. However, the overall opinion was that the pre-
fectural government office was likely to become an excellent sym-
bolic presence, surrounded by greenery and able to adapt to the
environment. With its reasonable construction cost, the careful
attention it pays to design, building technology and construction
management, and the consideration it shows for the global environ-
ment, the work succeeds in suggesting a new type of prefectural
government office and is worthy of a BCS Prize.



