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Location,/Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
Owners,“East Japan Railway Company
Odakyu Electric Railway Co., Ltd.
Architects,/NIKKEN SEKKEI
JR East Design Corporation
Sakakura Associates, Architects and Engineers
Taisei Corporation
Odakyu Construction Co., Ltd.
Contractors /Kajima Corporation
Tekken Corporation
Taisei Corporation
Odakyu Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date /Feb., 1998
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mEZEL VRS facing page: Aerial view from the south.

BmLYNERRIELOATHE [FEYY>F52] #8% View of the Shinjuku Southern Terrace on the man-made decks.
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JREBAFMHELOEA4LE General view of the head office of JR East Headquarters from the east. ‘ NEEYHLIT—nEALE
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Hotel lobby on the 20th floor.
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PELL PSP RK—LERTAT |8kEtEiE - £3#% Reception and conference room on the 18th floor. s> b5 275 HiER Interior of the entrance plaza on the 2nd floor. 47 1« 2BEAE  Interior of the office floor.

Downward view of the entrance hall.
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Masaki Nakazono

Kaichi Naruse

The so-called “Main Street Concept,” first proposed by the
client approximately 20 years ago, when it still seemed like an
idle fancy, was subsequently given more serious consideration.
That proposal was ultimately realized in a more dynamic form,
using the air rights over the train tracks on the south side of
Shinjuku Station, Japan’s largest terminal, in the direction of
Yoyogi. The Tokyo Metropolitan Government and the ward
governments of Shinjuku and Shibuya each had its own
development and land-use plans for this area, and a great deal
of coordination on a city-planning level was necessary before
the project could be realized. Those difficulties were overcome,
and a multifunctional “city” that includes a corporate head-
quarters, a hotel, rental offices and commercial spaces have
been created.

The focal point from the point of view of community
development is “Southern Terrace,” a 350-meter long public
open space that takes up half the eastern side of the site. This
terrace is linked by a east-west deck, 10 meters wide and about
100 meters long, to a large-scale commercial facility recently
completed on the east side of the tracks. A a result, a new
pedestrian network, running north to south and east to west,
has been formed on the south side of Shinjuku Station. The
project buildings had to be made tall because so much of the
site was already taken up by the open space and by existing
buildings. An office building was already under construction
on the west side of the site, which meant that three high-rise
buildings would be clustered together. It was decided to
arrange the buildings so that they would be about the same
distance from each other; in that way they would form a
balanced ensemble when seen from a distance and would not
be overwhelming when seen from nearby. The JR building and
the Odakyu building were therefore set as far apart as possible
on the site. This has resulted in the creation of a pleasant open
space where the east-west deck meets the north-south pedes-
trian way. The Odakyu building is a high-rise structure located
on an irregularly-shaped spot at the southern end of the site
and functions well as a hotel. In the JR building, a super-frame
structure has been used to create a 30-meter high space at the
base; this space is intended to mitigate the visual effect of the
skyscraper on the west side. Thus the designs of the structures
are quite different but in harmony with one another. An effort
to harmonize the buildings is also evident in the similar tones
used on the exterior of the buildings, including the skyscraper
on the west side.

There is a difference in ground level between the terrace
created beside the skyscrapers and the surrounding area. The
terrace itself is divided into a number of zones, and the slight
changes make the area easier to perceive for pedestrians and
give the terrace a more human scale. The trees planted on the
site were carefully chosen so that they would not shed dead
leaves on the adjacent tracks. Seven small stores are located on
the deck; this is an excellent way to enliven an open space in
the city. The builder has succeeded in constructing a work of
high quality, despite the special nature of the site, and has
demonstrated a true understanding of the intentions of the
architects. The facility, which has been a lively place since its
completion and will no doubt serve as a model for future urban
development, is a work worthy of the Special BCS Prize.

125



