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Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.

Housing and Urban Development Corporation

JGC Corporation

Architects /NIKKEN SEKKEI

Mitsubishi Estate Co.,

Contractors /Taisei Corporation

Kajima Corporation

Ltd.

Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.

Kumagai Gumi Co., Ltd.

Toda Corporation
Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.

Penta-Ocean Construction Co., Ltd.

Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.

The Zenitaka Corporation

Dai Nippon Construction

Chiyoda Corporation

Obayashi Corporation

Shimizu Corporation

Takenaka Corporation

Hazama Corporation

Maeda Corporaton

Chizaki Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Mitsubishi Construction Co., Ltd.

Tobishima Corporation

Mats'ué’ Komuten Co., Ltd.

Miki Corporatioh
Kudo Corporation
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Location,”Nishi-ku, Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owners, /T + R+ Y90 Associates
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&> One of the entrances on the north.
27— 327 ORIKT  Stairwell in the station-core.
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This project plays a symbolic role in community development
because it is located in the center of the Minato Mirai 21
district. It consists of three buildings that gradually step down
in height from the hillside toward the sea. From its simple
exterior, one would not realize the complexity of this develop-
ment project, which includes office, commercial, hotel and
cultural facilities in addition to a subway station. The T+R-Y
90 Group, which had been selected in a 1990 proposal competi-
tion, and Mitsubishi Estate have collaborated in an effort to
create one of the biggest international, information-oriented
“towns” in the country one that is, moreover, lively and
festive in character in an area designated as an “interna-
tional zone” in the master plan established by Yokohama
City.

The facilities have been designed so that the public spaces in
the three blocks are linked and integrated in diverse ways. The
public mall is part of the open space that the developers had to
create in the project in return for additional building volume
under the “specified block™ system. Queen’s Mall is a lively
inner mall a 260-meter long indoor pedestrian passageway
that defines a major axis in the local network. In the middle,
a large opening cuts diagonally across the mall; the mall is
made continuous with an outdoor space that is next to the sea.
The mall is not just linear; it permits pedestrians to move along
circular routes. The opening on the opposite side is made
continous with “Station Core,” an eight-story mall that is one
of the biggest in the world. When the subway line is eventually
opened, the platform will be made continuous with the ground-
floor mall.

The three office buildings are linked at midlevel so as to
provide alternative circulation routes. The buildings have
different heights and are arranged in a zigzag in plan to give
the “town” greater variety and rhythm. The middle building is
supported on a super-frame structure so as not to disturb the
mall, and this testifies to the importance of the mall’s design to
the facility as a whole. The ceiling of the mall, which is just
under 20 meters in height, has stripes of panel and glass; these
stripes help to reduce the apparent length of the mall. Natural
light is introduced so that pedestrians are aware of the season
and the weather and can orient themselves in times of emer-
gency. The signs in the public spaces have been carefully
designed and are easy to understand; they provide information
but also have an artlike quality.

The site is mostly reclaimed land, and construction must
have been extremely difficult. However, the developer group,
made up of more than 50 corporations, has produced a work
of high quality. What has been created is even better and
livelier than the “town” that was originally conceived. The
persons who worked for so long on this project are to be
commended.
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