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Location,/Tsuna-cho, Tsuna-gun, Hyogo Prefecture
Owner,/TOTO Ltd.
Architects /Tadao Ando Architect & Associates
Contractors /Takenaka Corporation

Saeki Kensetsu Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,~Dec., 1997

AZ®m REREHNTCFF>RE4% facing page: Aerial view from the west. Entrance on the top floor.




Central stairwell on the guest room floor.

T bIAR—AABTIOHLIZEERS Sea seen throuth the lounge in the entrance hall.

Terrace. * 3 7D Guest room of the maisonette type.
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This is a corporate training and recreation facility that was
completed, five years after the start of planning, after many
twists and turns. It was built to commemorate the eightieth
anniversary of the company. Many difficulties had to be
overcome. The pros and cons of constructing in an area that
had been heavily damaged in the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
were debated, the safety of the foundation of the site, which is
close to the epicenter of that quake, had to be checked, and
questions about the wisdom of constructing on a slope had to
be resolved. The obstacles were surmounted through the coop-
eration of the client, the architect and the builder, and actual
construction took only one year and ten months to complete.

From ancient times, the people of Kansai have been cut off
by water from Awajishima in Osaka Bay, though the island is
not far away. Since the opening of the bridge over the Akashi
Straits, travel from Kobe to the island takes only an hour if one
takes the expressway from Honshu to Shikoku. The scenic
views of Osaka Bay from the island have become familiar to
many visitors.

The site is on the southeastern tip of a steeply sloping
subdivision overlooking Osaka Bay on the eastern coast of
Awajishima. One climbs a mountain road surrounded by
greenery and at the top sees up ahead a one-story high concrete
wall. Approaching the building, one is greeted by a dramatic,
panoramic view of Osaka Bay. In the distance are Kobe,
Osaka, and the towns of Senshu.

A daring plan was devised to construct a building that opens
itself toward the sea on a sharply sloping piece of land that
would ordinarily have been ruled unsuitable as a site. A bold
but detailed design and careful construction work have suc-
ceeded in making the most of the natural features of the place
and in creating variegated architectural spaces.

The building is entered on the top floor, and one is gradually
led to lower levels closer to the sea. Every room affords a view
of the sea, and the larger windows or balconies have 180 degree
views of the outside world. The training facility, which has
accommodations for 60 persons, is provided with many places
where one comes into contact with nature. The lodgings are
stepped to conform to the topography of the site, and the
entrance hall is oriented at a 45-degree angle with respect to the
axis of the lodgings. This dynamic eight-story spatial organiza-
tion and the magnificent exterior wall finish of exposed con-
crete are pitted against the grand spectacle of the natural
environment. Unfortunately, an overall view of the building is
available only from the sea or the sky.

When one stands on a balcony jutting out toward the sea or
crosses an outdoor bridge suspended in midair, one feels as if
one were dancing in the sky or being hurled into the sea. This
is a superb work that creates a sense of oneness with nature
and, whatever might be its corporate function or goal, provides
training and rest for one’s soul.
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