BCS Prize-winning Work
BYAYA H
il

Seibu-en Cycling Stadium

FifEth, /B E BRI I1215
BEE /ERGFERR ST

ETE /MRS MIEZRRD - BERFSAEEN
BILE/BEREZHRASH

%, 19978 9 B

Location,” Tokorozawa City, Saitama Prefecture
Owner,/SEIBU Railway Co., Ltd.

Architects /Y. IKEHARA Architect & Associates
Contractor,/Seibu Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,/Sep., 1997
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A Peripheral map.

Aerial view from the east.




BERHI OO BEFEHIIT889E (HE2ENINAEAEF25000A) View from the stands with 7,889 seats (total capacity of 25,000 persons).
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Upward view of the PTFE coated glass fiber fabric membrane roof.
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Entrance plaza surrounded by the membrain roofs.
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In evaluating this facility, I could not help but recall the
twenty-year history of collaboration between the client, Seibu
Railway, and the architect. Their projects in northwestern
Tokyo in the verdant hills and lakeshore areas of Tama have
included the renewal of facilities (e.g. Seibu Lions Stadium,
Seibu Amusement Park, Kikusuitei, a golf clubhouse and
Seibu-en Cycling Stadium) and scenic improvements. The
architect has created superb facilities that are in harmony with
the surrounding environment, where residential areas are grad-
ually being developed, and has helped to preserve the beauty of
the environment.

There were discussions about the eligibility of a cycling
stadium for a BCS Prize, but the judges agreed unanimously to
award the prize in light of the long-term commitment of those
involved in the project to the area and the high quality and
attractiveness of the stadium itself.

The cycling stadium impresses one as a clearly organized
building in which complex functions have been compactly
accommodated. Places where gambling take place are usually
depressing, but this facility is truly delightful.

The cycling track is embedded in a valley in the hills of
Sayama, and the spectator seats surround the track. The highest
level of seats is even with the level of the surrounding area. The
membrane-structure roof over the seats is continuous with the
skyline of the nearby woods. Thus the roof blends in with the
environment and does not cast any shadow outside the stands.

From Seibu-en Station, one passes through an entrance plaza
with a circular membrane-structure roof and takes the prome-
nade to a concourse on the highest level. From the concourse,
one can see the track and the stands. Betting booths and
restaurants are arranged nearby. The circulation route is quite
easy to understand.

The frame of the membrane roof over the stands and the
concourse consists of steel-frame arches supported by struts
that converge on the tops of gate-shaped concrete columns. The
opaque roof frames and translucent membrane roofs alternate.
The beautifully arranged structural members and the rhythm of
light and shadow envelop the stadium and create a pleasant
feeling of oneness.

This project required attention to details and care in execu-
tion because the existing facility had to remain in use during
construction. However, these difficulties were overcome, and a
bright, friendly place that has changed the image people have
of publicly-administered places of gambling was created. This
is an excellent work of architecture.
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