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Location,”Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto City, Kyoto

Owners,/West Japan Railway Company
Kyoto Station Building Development Co., Ltd.
Architects /Hiroshi Hara
Atelier ¢

Contractors,”Obayashi Corporation

Tekken Corporation

Daitetsu Kogyo Co., Ltd.

Fluor Daniel Japan Inc.

Kohsei Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date ~Jul., 1997
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facing page: Overwhelming space over the central concourse.

A\

-

MA

W

(X R/ §/ A A\

(A 7 ;
8/ - AR ACA
- > J
1 4 e
Xl /A 21 % -
KHSE & RO ) A7

p—

N

Giant flights of steps and its reflection in the mirror glass.
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Ordinarily, an individual building is merely one compositional
element of the city. However, the Kyoto Station Building is an
enormous structure serving an urban function. As the architect,
Hiroshi Hara, has remarked, the project involved the creation
of a city inside a building. The city is contained in a gigantic
space with a building area of 38,075 square meters, a typical
floor area of 13,925 square meters and a total floor area of 237,
690 square meters. It is probably one of the biggest public
facilities in Japan. Despite this enormous size, construction
took only four years and eight months; it began at the end of
1993 and ended in July 1997. This is truly amazing. The
architect gave us a half-day tour of the hotel, department store,
cultural facility and specialty stores within the building, and
we saw with our own eyes the unbelievable amount of energy
the architect had invested in the project and the tremendous
ability shown by the builder in faithfully and accurately trans-
lating the architectural drawings into reality.

In designing the Kyoto Station Building, the architect
believed that all the parts of this enormous structure, down to
the smallest details, should be arranged in order to amuse, that
is, to entertain, visitors. This is most evident in the extraordi-
nary spaces in the building, particularly the three-dimensional
spatial composition in which the architect has created a topo-
graphical (or, as Hara puts it, a“geographical”) interpretation
of architecture. It is as if one were looking up from the bottom
of a deep ravine. Hara may have been inspired by Ghardaia, an
ancient city in Algeria, though it reminded me also of Jaisal-
mer, a walled city in the middle of the Thar Desert in India. To
travel is for most people an extraordinary experience. A station
can only suggest an extraordinary quality through its power to
entertain. The architect was right, therefore to focus on this
point and to organize everything accordingly.

The problem lies in the building program. Why did such an
enormous building have to rise over Kyoto Station? The
program for this building was devised just before the bubble
economy burst. Can a building that was constructed according
to such a program ever become accepted as the gate to the
historic city of Kyoto? This question needs to be debated
carefully over time. The architect has himself considered this
problem and has prepared a possible solution. The 10 to 15
meter high structural matrix is of a sufficient scale to serve as
a megastructure providing a connection to the area south of
Kyoto Station. If such a connection were ever to be construct-
ed, the railway tracks ought to be buried underground.
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