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Location,”Kamogawa-cho, Mitsu-gun, Okayama Prefecture

OwnerKibikougen City School Association
Architects /Coelacanth and Associates Inc.
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Contractor,”Ohmotogumi Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,/Mar., 1998
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Seen from the outer passageway. Outdoor classroom on the right.
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View of the schoolmaster’s room (center) from the courtyard.
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facing page: Passageway seen from the playground. Steps on the left leading to the upper passageway.
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Arena surrounded by the open spaces
on the three sides.
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Soichiro Okishio
Masaki Nakazono

Kaichi Naruse

Kibikougen Elementary School is a small school located in the
middle of Kibikougen City. The design concept was to create
an ideal environment capable of adapting to the diverse forms
of study necessary in an elementary school and spaces, that as
places for study and everyday life,appeal to the sensibility of
children and are conducive to constructive behavior. Instead of
being assertive, the buildings are scattered among the greenery.

The site was originally quite lush, but the development of the
site has reduced some of the vegetation. Nevertheless, the plan
seems to be to restore the greenery. The school has been limited
to one story, and the many trees that have been planted will no
doubt envelop the school with greenery in the future.

The wood framing gives the school a soft, gentle quality. The
school is opened to the district; the school grounds are defined,
not by a fence,but by unobtrusive land forms and planting. The
spaces are continuous and flexible; the classrooms, which are
dispersed over the site, each have windows for light and
ventilation on at least two sides. Noise, which is apt to be a
problem for open schools, is not a problem here. The facilities
have been made barrier-free, and visual communication among
students in the school has been enhanced by arranging the pool
and the arena in the middle of the complex. The plan is
straightforward, and the elevations and sections are also suc-
cessful. The buildings have a simple, clear design.

The school impressed me as a simple, pleasant and serene set
of buildings.

Serenity and simplicity characterized everything about the
school from its plan to its materials. The principal, the staff,
and the students, who greeted us as they ran past, were similar-
ly relaxed and direct.

In June this year, a panel discussion entitled “The Future of
Kibikougen Elementary School” was held to commemorate the
first anniversary of the school. Children, parents, staff and
three adults representing local residents are said to have
engaged in a lively discussion.

Thanks to the steady, constructive efforts of everyone con-
cerned, the idea of creating a school where parents, teachers
and the community can work together, is being gradually
realized.

This is an excellent work worthy of a prize based on the
comprehensive evaluation of planning, design, construction
and management.
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