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Kuboso Memorial Museum of Art and Kuboso Hall, Izumi
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ARBE B LI H Kuboso Memorial Cultural Foundation
HETE MASHM P IHE Architects /Takenaka Corporation
BIE /MRS RIHEE Contractor,/Takenaka Corporation
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AR BAEZEL VRS facing page: Downward view from the south.

AEEEMAIME  General view of the main wing from the east.
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—)l/cT)f’ﬂ‘fﬂlJi?fﬁ View of the Kuboso Hall from the south.
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The garden on the northern side of the annex.
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Having abandoned its core business in response to changes in
the social structure, a corporation decided to contribute to
society some of its historical, spiritual and physical resources
and to create a center for the promotion of local culture. This
facility is a model for the development of the local environment
and will no doubt continue to have a favorable effect on the
area in the future.

The facility needs to promote activities that are closely
coordinated with the community. It can do this by inspiring in
users feelings of excitement, satisfaction and pride.

This project was undertaken with the intention of reinforc-
ing and nurturing the harmonious relationship that exists
between the tile-roofed buildings surviving in Izumi City and
the surrounding landscape. The main museum building was
constructed earlier. The museum, which has been donated to
the city, and the preserved landscape of the tea house and
garden have become familiar sights to local residents.

Kuboso Hall, which is used for concerts, lectures and social
gatherings, is an important facility complementing the activities
of the art museum. The hall is located between the main
museum building and the annex, which have roofs with deep
overhangs. The hall, with its curved, copper-tile roof, does not
seem out of place. It contributes to the development of the
environment even as it introduces a certain feeling of tension.
The high-ceilinged interior of the hall has a formal character
that is intended to generate in users a feeling of anticipation.

In the main building of the art museum, the spaces of the
entrance hall and the lounge and the relationship of those
spaces to the garden are quite pleasant. Walking through the
garden toward the museum, one encounters a tea room. Many
people of the community find this a good place to enjoy a quiet
cup of tea. One of the most notable aspects of the design is the
master plan. The relationship between the buildings and the
open spaces, the treatment of the landscape, including the river,
the way the facades and roofs have been kept low and the
detailing of the underside of the roof overhangs are also
notable. Although everyone involved in construction respected
the historical nature of the project, as witness the interior walls,
delicately plastered without joints in accordance with the
wishes of the client, innovative details can also be found
throughout the project.

One can sense the client’s understanding of, and enthusiasm
for, architecture. Thanks to a number of key decisions made
during the basic planning of the project and the technical skill
and love with which those decisions were subsequently im-
plemented, the architectural spaces greatly enhance community
activities.
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