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Canal City Hakata, Sumiyoshi 1-chome District Urban Redevelopment Project (Private Sector Project)

e R BERHE S XES-2-25 Location , Hakata-ku, Fukuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture
BEE /BEMATGER S Owners,Fukuoka Jisho Co.,Ltd.
B ELEARBERT B R HEEHAS Organization for Promoting Urban Development

HEtE mERM RSt Architects /Fukuoka Jisho Co.,Ltd.
I7 -z AEHHREKKEH Fukuoka Japan Urban Design & Development Co.,Ltd. 1
CSr—FA— e N— b=y T A F5—FaF The Jerde Partnership International, Inc é
M=t ESHE The Zenitaka Corporation
BREERMEA S Shimizu Corporation
KA S KR Obayashi Corporation
b e A Fujita Corporation
A&t BEERE NIKKEN SEKKEI, Ltd.
WIE/ HXEttEail Contractors,/The Zenitaka Corporation
BKEEKEASHE Shimizu Corporation
HASHE KR Obayashi Corporation
BASHT7C S Fujita Corporation
HAESH KT Daewoo Corporation ;
HREHY 517 SUNLIFE Co. Ltd. AT N c
MRS A T ICHIKEN Co.Ltd. bt B
MR SRR Matsumotogumi Corporation
=EHBEEBKASH Mitsui Construction Co.,Ltd.
NINESZMA 4 Kyushu Construction Co.,Ltd.
HEFGA A Higashi Construction Co.,Ltd.
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ArEflstE  General view from the southwest. BH Y750 EBLYRETAT
facing page: Downward view from the specialty shops above the Sun Plaza.
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View from the southeast. Washington Hotel in the foreground.
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L—>7+—2 Moon Walk.
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Atrium called “Crystal Canyon.”

w5 e View from the west.

KIZER L TER  Waterfront of the canal.
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ik Hisao Kohyama
HrE IEf  Masaki Nakazono

AR Eiichi Muramatsu

This group of buildings, situated in a district alongside Naka
River which flows through the middle of Fukuoka City, is an
urban facility without precedent in Japan, combining commer-
cial, cultural and amusement facilities. The project not only is
successful in creating a quite distinctive urban space but is
praiseworthy for giving the surrounding area new vitality and
stimulus and establishing a new means of urban communica-
tion between the Hakata and Fukuoka areas of the city.

The architects have given birth to a new lively urban space
that is without precedent by creating a new canal linked to the
riverfront in the middle of the facility, making that canal an
open space to which the public has access, and arranging layers
of various facilities around the new waterfront. Continual
organized events where the public is both spectator and actor
lend a theatrical quality to that space. While the accumulation
of multiple functions gives the facility tremendous life, the
skillful organization enables commercial, hotel, office and
amusement facilities which have different requirements to
coexist in harmony.

The design, which combines diverse functions and variegated
details, is the product of teamwork by international designers,
architects and the design departments of construction com-
panies. The unique concept was successfully realized despite
difficult site conditions and limited design and construction
periods because the diverse members of the team meshed well
together and were able to give full play to their special abilities.

The conditions under which construction took place were
unusually difficult. The building form was extremely complex,
with many irregularly curved surfaces, the construction period
and budget were quite limited, and the site was a difficult one,
surrounded by narrow streets. The building contractor made
notable gains in shortening the construction period and lower-
ing costs by adopting a dry method of exterior wall construc-
tion and rationalizing the floor building frame construction
method. Overseas materials were actively used and joints were
simplified in further efforts to lower costs.

People may differ in their opinion of the festive, colorful
design of this group of buildings, but the visitors that continue
to crowd the facility every day even two years after the comple-
tion of construction testify to the wide interest this project has
stirred. How will people’s response change as time passes, and
how will the facility itself adapt to change ? This project is a
notable case of urban redevelopment in that it raises such
questions.
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