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Fukuoka University 60th Anniversary Memorial Hall (Helios Plaza)

FiiEHh, /12 B 12 R ik i Xt 88— 19-| Location,~Jonan-ku, Fukuoka City, Fukuoka Prefecture

BEE S FRGEABE KRS Owner,“Fukuoka University

REtE /MR SHERSSTEESER Architects /Maki & Associates

BIE/ BASEThITHE Contractors /Takenaka Corporation
AARELREGK=H JDC Corporation
TPEIHEASH Fudo Construction Co.,Ltd.
HA=H/EHME Global Eyes Harada
BERESIMA At Ryu Construction Co.,Ltd.
FEIGFEFEHEASHE Iwasaki Construction Co.,Ltd.
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3f&R 74T Foyer on the third floor
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Lobby on the first floor seen from the entrance on the west.
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A ENBEA 5| ZIAATTIREED A~ ) + 27k—)L Helios Hall. Movable walls pulled into the slits of the side walls.
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Downward view of the restaurant on the first floor.
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This building was planned as a symbolic campus facility to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of Fukuoka University. It
serves functions that have hitherto not been served on the
campus. It is centered around a student lobby, concert hall and
exhibition gallery and also includes a restaurant, a cafe, a
shop, music practice rooms, a conference room, a reception
room, a Japanese-style room and a university museum. The
users are students, alumni and faculty. The program was
complex, but the multiple functions are not only clearly
arranged but have been made attractive elements in the exte-
rior design. That is, the student lobby and restaurant have
been opened up visually to the outside world by means of glass
surfaces, the concert hall has been made a closed mass, and the
university museum and exhibition hall have been projected out
over the foyer and treated as a tower. Each function has been
symbolically expressed in the overall composition.

With respect to the plan, the elements have been arranged in
zones, and a clear approach has been provided to each destina-
tion from the entrances to the west, south and east, through the
skillful use of the four-meter difference in ground level within
the site. Nevertheless, the spaces are not isolated from one
another. The spaces, diverse yet visually continuous, are inte-
grated into one architectural space. The first-floor entrance
hall, the student lobby with its forest of columns, the atrium
with its symbolic, acutely angled stairway and the concert hall
foyer form a sequence of spaces half a level apart that are
skillfully connected.

In particular, the relationship between the double-height
student lobby with light introduced from the side and the
triple-height square atrium with light introduced from a to-
plight produces a pleasant flow of space. The stairway leading
from the atrium to the concert hall foyer is a device for
creating a sense of excitement in visitors in anticipation of a
musical experience and visually enhances the space of the
atrium as well.

Helios Hall, the double-height concert hall above the stu-
dent lobby, is big enough to accommodate practice by a full
orchestra, but it can also be used as a small hall with a
capacity of 200 seats. The hall, which is finished in wood, can
be either closed or open. It was designed to suggest the inside
of a musical instrument. A space favorable to musical perfor-
mances was created. For example, walls facing each other are
angled rather than made parallel so as to avoid fluttering
echoes.

A considerable number of different materials and design
vocabularies are employed here. However, that is never made
obtrusive. Firm control is exercised over the design and the
architecture is such that one is able to experience only the
spaces. The efforts of the building contractor, who carefully
carried out the design, are also responsible for the building’s
success.

This building is certain to play a central role in the reorgani-
zation of the Fukuoka University campus into an even more
attractive environment. This is an excellent work that demon-
strates to society the value of architecture.
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