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mlExTEH!Y) Entrance on the south.
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| BESRITE%%E  Business room on the first floor.
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Otemachi Nomura Building is a work created over a period of
more than ten years by the client, the architect and the building
contractor with the aim of preserving and creating historic
views, producing a skyscraper office building and reviving the
urban environment through the integrated development of land
occupied by the Marunouchi Nomura Building (the former
Nisshin Seimei Building, completed in 1932 and designed by
Koichi Sato) and the adjacent Daiwa Bank and a separate
property occupied by Tokyo Mutual Life Insurance Company.

The former Nisshin Seimei Building with its impressive, 43.
3 meter-tall clocktower possessing a clockface 3.3 meters in
diameter, stood on the northeastern corner at the intersection of
Eitai and Sotobori avenues and was a historic structure (and a
legacy of modernization) that played an important role in
shaping the primary landscape of the central business district.
For that reason, both the client and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Government expressed a strong wish to preserve the building’s
exterior appearance. The client, various concerned agencies,
the architect and the building contractor undertook planning
and technical studies on the possibility of preserving the exte-
rior as it was while satisfying the functional demands of the
program. In the end, it was decided to incorporate the exterior
of the old building into the facade of the new construction. The
first thing that ought to be mentioned is the magnificent way in
which the serene and splendid image of the old building has
been revived and reinforced by restoring important parts of the
old building such as the clocktower, three spires and the
colonnade on the seventh floor and integrating the restored
parts and the high-rise parts into a harmonious whole while
introducing into the design a new, contemporary spirit.

The extensive public open space created on the north side
through the adoption of the single-site and integral-design
systems is not only a charming plaza for relaxation in the
middle of a densely built city but a stimulus for improvements
in the nearby environment. A public pedestrian way connected
to the Otemachi subway concourse underneath the public open
space, the Tozai subway line concourse, and the Urban-Net
Otemachi Building next to the public open space has been
developed on the first basement level. It is evident from the 10,
000 persons using the subway exit every day that this is
contributing to the greater convenience of pedestrians. In this
way, the building is responding to the need to revive the urban
environment in a high-density city and is contributing to the
revitalization of the district.

The office spaces that are the main purpose of this building
are each 24 meters by 40 meters in plan and have no intermedi-
ate supports. This assures flexibility of layout in the large
first-floor business room and the office spaces on other floors.
The building is both functional and rational. A balance is
struck, so that the spaces can serve the needs of the main Tokyo
office of a bank as well as the needs of tenants.

Finally, a relief of Koichi Sato installed on a wall facing the
public open space bears witness to the collaboration of the
client, the architect and the building contractor. A statement by
the late Mr. Teijiro Muramatsu is inscribed, expressing on behalf
of the clients and all those involved in the design and construction
of the project respect and gratitude for the way in which the
superb design of the old building helps the Otemachi Nomura
Building make a contribution to the urban environment.
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