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Akita Municipal Junior College of Art and Craft

Frfet, /R BREHETEK)IET12-3 Location,/Akita City, Akita Prefecture
BEX MET Owner,/Akita City
S /A SHABFHE Architects /MHS Planners, Architects & Engineers

MI%E/BABEZHERASH Contractors /' Nipponkai Construction Co.,Ltd.
“ASHHESRAE Hasekoma-gumi Co.,Ltd.
MASHE 4 KRR Sasaki-gumi Co.,Ltd.
RaMEREASH Hasebe Construction Co.,Ltd.
MASHERME Kurihara-gumi Co.,Ltd.
MASH/NEIBE Kominami Construction Co.,Ltd.
MRSt Ty ERTE Shibuya Construction Co.,Ltd.
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Library and Atrium wing (left), and Cafeteria wing (right) seen from the Circle Plaza.




W

Wi,

w
ALY

A\

AN g

R
I
1158

1117
M

b 1) 454 R Night view of the Atrium.
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7 b 1) LIRAER  Interior of the Atrium.
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Laboratory wing seen under the existing eaves of the storage.
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Southward view. Pavement reconstructed on the
sidetrack of the freight.
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Practical training room remodeled from the existing
storage.
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This is a junior college planned and constructed by Akita City
by the Omono River in a suburb of the city. Its basic ideal is
“to respect art and to put it to practical use in industry and
education,” and its goal is to preserve skills traditional to the
region, with an emphasis on arts and crafts, to fuse them with
advanced technology, and, with the cooperation of industry,
government and academia, to nurture regional culture in a true
sense. In addition, the educational and research facilities of the
college are to be made available to the public and an “open
college” policy is to be actively pursued so as to provide
citizens with opportunities for continued education.

The site is 4.5 hectares in area and includes wood-
construction rice storehouses built in 1934. The site plan,
which transforms a historical urban axis defined by a former
railway siding for freight cars and a strip of parkland that was
once a canal used by Jujo Pulp into a new axis for the campus,
while preserving and finding new uses for those eight store-
houses, is magnificent.

On one side of the axis are three former storehouses
remodeled into buildings for practical training and a pent-roof
covering the approach, and on the other side, maintaining the
rhythm established by the former storehouse roofs, are three
lecture buildings as well as the atrium building, the core space
of the campus. This main campus axis is joined to a circular
plaza at the entrance that serves as a pivot and leads to the
approach. The cafeteria and library, which have highly trans-
parent curtain walls, face the plaza. The plaza, thus enlivened
and provided with amenities, is in marked contrast to the
academic campus axis. The remaining storehouses have been
remodeled into a craft experience building, a gallery building
and a regional communication building and are used as a
center for activities such as public lectures. Simple designs
mainly using exposed concrete have been adopted for the sake
of economy and rationality. To avoid monotony of architec-
tural expression, special roof structures of steel frame and
finishes that possess materiality such as Akita cedar have been
added. The result is a set of buildings befitting a college of art
and craft.

Local building contractors formed a joint venture and,
because the project called for abundant use of exposed con-
crete inside and outside buildings despite a short construction
period, they decided to devise a plan that would assure preci-
sion and uniformity of finish and to avoid any mending or
retouching. Their efforts are obvious, but objection might be
raised to their decision to leave the dark discolorations on the
surface of the concrete. Nevertheless, this is a meaningful
project contributing to the promotion of regional culture and
an excellent work based on a design that shows understanding
of the character of place and responds to the program with
skill.



