BCS Prize-winning Work

DN&Z7—21(G5— e v)

DN Tower 21 (Dai-ichi * Nochu Building)
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Location,/Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo
Owners,/The Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company
The Norinchukin Bank
Architects /Shimizu Corporation
Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo
and Associates Architects
Contractor,”Shimizu Corporation

Completion Date,/Sep. 1995
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EEERRAISHE  Eastern exterior preserving some part of the existing building.
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HE #Efl2F right: General view from the west.
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Stair steps and escalators to the mezzanine floor.

B—EREEE
Customers’ waiting hall of the Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company.
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Downward view of the entrance hall from the second floor.
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Preserved and reused pillar. Restored decorative grilles.
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BHEZE Distinguished guest’s room.
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General MacArthur's memorial room.
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DN Tower 21 stands where the water and the greenery of the
Imperial Palace and the moat meet the business district that is
the economic and financial center of Japan. This work had to
resolve a conflict between preservation and development. The
individuals and organizations that make the original pro-
posals and the important decisions rarely leave their imprint
on large-scale development or redevelopment projects. How-
ever, in this project, the persons who made a number of bold
and original socioeconomic decisions having enormous conse-
quences have indeed left their imprint.

The executives of two different financial institutions sharing
the same block made the important decision to collaborate in
the redevelopment of their headquarters, with the understand-
ing that the Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Building, a well-
known office building constructed before the war would be
preserved. The lobby, an open space accessible to the public,
was created on the first floor of the Dai-ichi Mutual Life
Insurance Building, and a shared entrance hall was located on
the second mezzanine floor of the tower. The office tower was
divided vertically between the two institutions, and even the
cafeteria and a large conference room on the roof of the old
building are shared.

It must have taken perseverance and dedication to develop
such a complex program for sharing assets. However, the space
open to the public is hidden behind the stern exterior of the
old insurance building, and the flower shop, post office and
gallery are not accessible from outside. Thus public access
needs to be improved through administrative measures.

Another important decision was the one made by Shimizu
Architects and Engineers and Kevin Roche, John Dinkeloo
and Associates to respect the design of the old insurance
building. When a high-rise block is built over a low-rise
block, the low-rise block is often overwhelmed and gives the
impression of being even lower than it is. Here, the expert way
in which the verticality of the exterior walls of the old building
has been directly expressed on the exterior walls of the new
tower has resulted in a dignified design that is both serene and
massive a combination of qualities rare in contemporary
buildings.

The way in which the design, which preserves the existing
north wall of the Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Building and
integrates, on the east side of the new tower, the columns and
walls in two different styles from the east and south sides of the
old Norinchukin Building, has been executed, and in particu-
lar the high level of technical achievement shown in the
resolution of structural issues are the product of complex
project management and testify to mutual trust and coopera-
tion among clients, architects, construction companies and
management.
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