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Tokyo International Exhibition Center(Tokyo Big Sight)

FrfEH,/ ERE IR X321 Location,”Koto-ku, Tokyo

BET HEER Owner,”Tokyo Metropolitan Government

REtE /A EBRSETE Architects,/AXS Satow, INC.

WBIE /RS Contractors,/Hazama Corporation
MRS BEARER Aoki Corporation
BAAELREAEM%RA =4t JDC Corporation
MR SAE T HAE Arai-Gumi, Ltd.
MHBFIHASH Matsui Construction Co.,Ltd.
REgEHFHEASHE Fudo Construction Co.,Ltd.
“A (S EE Imanishi-gumi Co.,Ltd.
RBEXGASH Tokai Construction Co.,Ltd.
MRSt 7C s Fujita Corporation
R EEX A=K Tobishima Corporation
A SR AE Konoike Construction Co.,Ltd.
RBEERASH Tokai Kogyo Co.,Ltd.

MR 4 KAHE Ohmotogumi Co.,Ltd.
MRS HlE T2 Chizaki Kogyo Co.,Ltd.
MAREI GRS Kabuki Construction Co.,Ltd.
BB S Shimizu Corporation
BTHAER THEKA S Maeda Corporation
HaEkAstt Tokyu Construction Co.,Ltd.
BAESHEATI—HRL—2 3> Haseko Corporation
KHAREAKEREHE Dai Nippon Construction
MNAEFGEA S Muramoto Construction Co.,Ltd.
RHEEFRTEMRASH Toa Corporation

B ERH A4t Kitano Construction Corp.

HITEEHRASH - Kyoritsu Construction Co.,Ltd.
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General view from the southwest. right: The Congress Tower, the West Exhibition Hall, the Atrium, and the Reception Hall are situated on the right
108 side of the road, whereas the East Exhibition Hall and the Galleria are situated on the left.
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left: Pillars supporting the Congress Tower dth and 300m in length.
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Masao Siina

Keiki Ono

This is a building of enormous scale.

The International Trade Fair Center in Harumi, long a
familiar Tokyo landmark, was closed at the end of March
1996, but earlier, in November 1995, a large-scale facility
equipped with additional new functions and able to adapt to
many different uses had opened in the Ariake district of Koto
Ward.

The Ariake district is in a convention park in the waterfront
sub-center of Tokyo, and the facilities of the park are intended
to become the core of the region. This building was planned to
accommodate trade fairs, both domestic and international,
exhibitions and related conferences and to contribute to inter-
national friendship through the exchange of technologies and
information between countries. The goal was to create serene,
pleasant spaces suitable for international communication.

The entire site was covered with a 45-meter grid, and the
building framework was located at the intersections in the
grid. By conceiving the building on an urban scale, the archi-
tects were able to create enormous spaces that are easy to
recognize and negotiate. The clear axis of the galleria simplifes
the path of circulation and provides a smooth solution to the
flow of people and things. The colorful signs and objects
arranged here and there also help people orient themselves.
The latest information systems and exhibition equipment have
been prepared for use in exhibitions that require the support of
many different functions, and the exhibition spaces, which
make maximum use of natural light, are a model of comfort.
The three-story structure built as a congress tower accommo-
dates 16 conference rooms of different sizes and serves as a
new, highly symbolic landmark.

Various studies were undertaken to deal with the problem of
durability because of the proximity of the sea. Durable mate-
rials were selected and care was taken in designing the details.
With respect to maintenance and management, the building
was made easy to clean so as to remain maintenance free.

In constructing this thoroughly developed design, the latest
technology was used and effort was made to respect the inten-
tions of the program and the design as much as possible. One
hundred and eleven construction-related companies formed 28
joint ventures and did their best to keep to the construction
schedule and to promote safety as well as quality. They
succeeded in safely completing an enormous building of more
than 230,000 square meters in three years. There were three
different construction zones, and each construction group had
its own character. The lift-up and sliding methods of construc-
tion were used, carefully but boldly, in accordance with a
meticulous construction plan. Particularly noteworthy is the
fact that the project demanded a maximum of 3,800 workmen
a day. Though the construction site was large, there were
ample opportunities for the paths of workmen to cross, and
great effort must have been required to successfully work
under such highly dangerous conditions.

The planners, architects and construction companies wor-
ked together in superb fashion to create a new landmark on
the waterfront of the Ariake district and a site for the exchange
of goods and the communication of information in the 21st
century. The result is truly worthy of praise.

13



