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Yatsushiro Fire Station

FR7EHD,/ BEAR B AT AATET970 Location,”Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture

BEE /ARGETRELES Owner,/Yatsushiro Regional Administrative Organization
et MRS PR B HEERE Architects,/Toyo Ito & Associates, Architects
MASH AR EBERHES Kimura Structural Engineers

L%/ KEARLEAKASH Contractors /Dai Nippon Construction
A @ZEEM/A Kt Kimura Construction Co.,Ltd.

HRAESHNEEK Matsushima Construction Co.,Ltd.
%I, 1995%F3H8 Completion Date,”Mar. 1995
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#EfA» R TFA9 Downward view from the west. EEH: emOBaCbbEFon-mMMAEEDT 1+ right: 6-meter high open pilotis.
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ER I M RKR—ALEBRI—FT—FHEERD BARFICE L TU S AEHEKE  Office of the headquarters facing the void space.
left: View toward the exhibition coner from the entrance hall.

I> 72K —L&RET View toward the entrance hall on the second floor.
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AflArHRE% View from the south.
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Anteroom in front of the assembly hall.
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Physical development exercise room.
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Eiichi Muramatsu

This local government building faces an arterial road called
Rinko-sen northeast of the center of Yatsushiro City. It serves
three functions. It is the headquarters of the fire department for
the Yatsushiro Region, which includes one city, four towns
and three villages, the fire station for the central district of
Yatsushiro City and the office of the administrative body
responsible for regional enterprises including fire-fighting
activities. In addition, as the first public facility to be con-
structed in an area that will eventually develop into a new
center for the city, it was intended to establish a good environ-
mental precedent.

The building occupies a corner site where the arterial road
intersects a municipal road. Most of the functions specified by
the program are served in the spaces on the second floor,
above the pilotis. Only a showroom-like garage in which fire
trucks and ambulances are parked and a small gymnasium are
on the first floor, and the rest of the site has been left open.
Within this parklike open space are two training towers
constructed to simulate buildings and a pool used for training.
The fire-fighting and rescue training that take place there can
be observed from the road or the adjacent primary school.

The rational structural system that has been employed
makes the five-meter high pilotis seem quite airy, and this
impression is reinforced by the aluminum panels and louvers
and the extruded cement panels on the exterior. Public build-
ings have traditionally been closed, inaccessible structures, but
this light exterior, which evokes Katsura Detached Palace, and
the overall organization of the building project an entirely
different image and send a strong message about the direction
to be taken in the scenic development of the public district.

The second floor is aligned with the two intersecting roads
and is L-shaped in plan, while the rear of the building is a
segment of an ellipse. A passageway following this curve
connects the spaces serving the three abovementioned func-
tions. This passageway is also the route for visitors, and the
view it affords of the entire open space makes it a good place
for spectators during events.

A building of this kind, in which various industrial prod-
ucts are assembled on a steel frame, demands details that are
consistent with the intentions of the design. The steel columns,
the details of the girders, and the finish details were carefully
studied during the on-site stage of the design process. This
building was realized as a result of highly precise construction
work.

The facility, which was planned and designed as an acces-
sible public building, is the site of various events including fire
-fighting training in which the public can participate. The
staging of fire-fighting activities in public view has resulted in
more intensive training, which in turn has led to recognition
for excellence for this group in a fire-fighting competition.
This is indeed a fire station to which the people of the region
can relate.

101



