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FE Courtyard. HEV—ERNEY The sequence of roof forms in the classroom zone.
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RENHNEE  General view from the schoolyard.
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Z B AX—2 Multi-purpose space between the classrooms. HEET7 ) —FHHXEA—ILERE% View toward the entrance hall, seen from the arena of the gymnasium.
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XER—LHOUBETV—T5RS HEELR
View toward the arena, seen from the entrance hall. Gallery on the second floor around the arena.

LTEBENLFELZEL THENMEL RS View toward the adjacent ridges, seen from one of the classroom. L@BBEARE  Interior of a typical classroom.
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HRE IS E L 72 i KDF 5 —& ) RESMERD
WiE  HER1/150 The corridor facing the schoolyard. View toward the schoolyard, seen from the library.
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This is a primary school that began as part of a plan to foster
community development in Shiroishi City. The need for the
public to reach a consensus on the design of public buildings
is frequently pointed out, but today there are still many
constraints that prevent the building of such a consensus. In
Shiroishi City, a determination to develop the community
overcame such difficulties and produced an individualistic
community facility.

An opportunity was provided for the public, the teachers
and, above all, the children to air their views on the design of
the school in a workshop. This was truly an instance of design
through dialogue, and though such a process requires much
time and energy, it is the only way to assure enthusiasm for the
operation of a school after the completion of construction. A
number of key phrases that emerged in this dialogue prompted
a fundamental reconsideration of the way primary schools
have traditionally been planned.

They included “a primary school that is a community center
open to the people of the region,” “the freedom to select the
method of educational guidance or study” and “generic archi-
tectural spaces that blend in well with nature.” Another phrase
was “a school without walls,” something that is ordinarily
hard to achieve because of the administrative problems
involved. The schoolyard can be entered from all directions on
the site. Aside from the building, a row of cherry trees and
hedges indicate the boundary of the domain. As the neighbor-
hood residential environment increases in density, this will no
doubt become a “plaza” for the community.

The plan of the gymnasium and the location of the pool
most distinguish this primary school. Ordinarily, they are
banished to a corner of an enclosed schoolyard because of
their large volume and relative infrequency of use. Here, it is
a multilevel space continuous with the entrance hall and
located at the corner of an L-shaped plan. Moreover, it is
made into a dynamic indoor plaza by a large stairway, which
doubles as a spectator stand and leads to a second-floor
courtyard space. Physical education takes place, not in a
closed, special classroom but out in the “open.” A pool is
located in the second-floor courtyard, and the special class-
rooms are arranged around it. The pool, which is used only in
summer, also serves as a supply of fire-fighting water. It and
the wooden poolside deck form a landscape of light and water
throughout the year.

The ordinary classrooms are characterized by “movable
blackboards.” People are free to establish their own study
environments. The classrooms are defined by elements that are
movable except for the small rooms that double as structural
elements. This is not simply an open school. The school can be
open, but when closed, the pitched roofs, crowned by toplights
that provide steady light and ventilation, are impressive and
create a focal point for each class.

The continued enthusiasm of the users is vital to the utiliza-
tion of these unique architectural spaces. A workshop on the
ways to use the facility, based on individual experiences, has
been held. This unassuming building created through dialogue
and quite ordinary materials and structural methods has a
great deal to tell us about the virtues of good workmanship
and the nature of public architecture.
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