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Kobe Meriken Park Oriental Hotel

FrTEHh,/KE B4 P i o R XK k35 AT5-6
BEX MREMBEA NS NX—0F )T o5 ILKRT I
HETE /AP IBE
WIE /MG HIEE
MRS Fo
%I, 1995F7H

Location,”Chuo-ku, Kobe City, Hyogo Prefecture
Owner,”Kobe Meriken Park Oriental Hotel
Architects,/Takenaka Corporation

Contractors /Takenaka Corporation
ICHIKEN Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date,/Jul. 1995

BMRMAIESR Distant view from the southeast.
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AR :AcfISHER  right: Exterior view from the north.
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wEfl£% General view from the west.
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View of the west side of the hotel facing the wharf.
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There has been much talk lately about the large stock of high
-quality public buildings that are being underused. With
commercial buildings, the opposite seems to be true. The
emphasis is on “flow,” that is, the turnover of users or cus-
tomers, and little attention seems to be paid to improving the
building stock. However, a good balance between “stock™ and
“flow” would appear to be important for a commercial build-
ing that is highly public in character. Kobe Meriken Park
Oriental Hotel is a multifunctional building combining two
facilities that are highly public in nature, namely a ferry
terminal and a hotel. The design of the building reflects the
superb balance that has been struck between high-quality
stock and good “flow.” Unlike an ordinary city hotel, this
facility is quite complex in function, but the program neverthe-
less emphasized the economic advantages of good “flow.”
Faced with the corporate need to economize, the client had to
make some difficult choices. The project was undertaken by an
integrated design and construction team.

The wharf on the waterfront is limited in area. The design
approach was to create a simple exterior form that people can
relate to and is symbolic of Kobe Harbor, within which are
layered areas serving diverse, complex functions and an atrium
with a pair of spaces. The silhouette of the hotel, distinguished
by white balconies and made to seem afloat on the water, is in
harmony with the mountains of Kobe and the curves of the
nearby Port Tower and Marine Museum. The design is highly
persuasive and makes an impact on the cityscape.

Those staying in the simple and elegant guest rooms arran-
ged on all sides of the building can enjoy the magnificent view
of Kobe Harbor day and night, but luxury has been eschewed
in the facilities and spaces such as restaurants and banquet
halls strategically located inside the building in response to the
client’s program. The high quality of design is certain to
attract customers to the building.

As with the architecture, the construction method and tech-
nology were also conceived with care. The use of advanced
technologies such as the gridded ground improvement (or
DCM) construction method, the PCa panel unit balconies
(with the tile and sash set in place), and the wall panel type
has been effective. However, the Hanshin Earthquake caused
serious damage to the hotel several months before its
scheduled completion. A joint team of persons involved in
both design and construction was formed directly after the
disaster to repair damage and assure completion of construc-
tion according to schedule. Despite the extremely difficult
employment environment after the earthquake, several thou-
sand persons lived together and worked selflessly at the site,
day and night. As a result, the building was completed and the
facility began operating on July 7, 1995 without even a day’s
delay.
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