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Corridor in front of the home base (classroom) of the third graders.
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left: Students Forum used as the dining room and the meeting room.
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Interior of the creative-working wing.
16

ROFHRBINIZR—LR—ZADETE
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Asahi is a town with about 4,200 persons and 1,000 house-
holds in the northeastern part of Aichi Prefecture, in a
mountainous area approximately 400 meters above sea level
near the border with Gifu Prefecture. Satoru Nagasawa, a
planner of school buildings including Namiai School (which
received the Architectural Institute of Japan Prize), and over 60
persons from the town including the head of education partici-
pated in the development of the basic concept for the project.
The immediate task was to improve and integrate educational
facilities, but the project was also intended to promote commu-
nity development through the creation of a strategic center in
the town. Asahi Junior High School was to serve as a place for
continued education and a cultural center, the classrooms were
to be multipurpose spaces capable of accommodating different
courses of study, the excellent local cedar was to be used to
create rich, pleasant spaces, and an educational environment
that took advantage of the natural environment on the site and
in the surrounding area was to be created.

The site is about 250 meters long in the east-west direction.
There are three levels to the site, and the difference between the
highest and lowest levels is 17 meters. The athletic field is
located on the top level; the classrooms, organized into four
blocks, are grouped around the so-called “Forum Plaza,”
which can be used as an open-air theater, on the middle level;
and the gymnasium and the outdoor pool are situated on the
lowest level. These levels are connected by wide, symbolic
steps. The rhythmical arrangement of the curved roofs and the
natural woods, the classroom building swung 45 degrees in
plan, the pilotis of that building which leads to the stepped
Forum Plaza, the atmospheric multiuse circulation space that
joins the classroom buildings and creates continuity between
inside and outside, and the seven different wood structural
systems are all skillfully designed and generate flexible, lively
spaces. The zoning and circulation plan as well as the facilities
are conveniently and functionally arranged to serve both
educational and communal needs. The school, which is
equipped with a kendo hall that can also be used as a stage for
local kabuki performances, serves as a center of regional
culture.

The composite structure (combining reinforced concrete in
the lower parts of buildings with wood construction in the
upper) helps to deal with the high humidity of the region. It
also meshes with the rhythm generated by the curved roofs,
deep overhangs and struts and endows the group form with a
certain order. Inside, the wood interiors act in concert with the
large, highly transparent windows with wooden sash to create
soft, serene spaces. Care was taken with the construction work
as well. The curved roofs and the laminated wood frame were
precisely detailed and joined, the dependability of the wood
sash was verified, and double glazing was used for heat insula-
tion, airtightness and prevention of condensation. These
measures, together with the precision of the exposed concrete,
result in a finished work of architecture.

Thanks to the basic concept arrived at through a process of
consensus-building among the citizens, the creativity and
leadership shown by the architects, and the careful and skillful
construction work, a facility befitting a center of regional
culture and anticipating the schools of the 21Ist century has
been created.
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