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Location~ Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo
Owner,“Housing and Urban Development Corporation Tokyo Branch
Architects /Housing and Urban Development Corporation Tokyo Branch
Nihon Sekkei, Inc.
Contractors / Sampei Construction Co.,Ltd.
Taisei Corporation
Mitsui Construction Co,.Ltd.
Kajima Corporation
Takenaka Corporation
The Zenitaka Corporation
Shimizu Corporation
Maeda Corporation
Asanuma Corporation

Completion Date,“Jan. 1995

MELIZI PS5 20F v/ E—%#R% Canopy of the entrance seen over the pond. @Al S D2 % right : General view from the south.
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152 F97—0I> b3 2%K—)L Entrance hall of the I-land Tower.
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IL~R—%—k—J) Elevator hall. Af#K—IL2BEDKR7 1T Foyer of the circular hall on the second floor.
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I-land Tower in the rear and the Residential and School wing on the right.
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B2 S {F~DOAR Entrancebtoi thé sunkén patio.

EEZR2ENSDLEBRTA L
Downward view of the plaza from the Residential wing.
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This urban-redevelopment complex consists of I-land Tower,
which includes a cylindrical wing and a west wing; the Resi-
dence, which includes a school; I-land Wing; and the I-land
Atrium. With a total floor area of 240,000 square meters, the
complex serves many different functions: offices, shops,
auditorium, echibition rooms, housing, school, regional and air
-conditioning, plaza, and parking lot.

Undertaken by a public corporation for urban redevelopment
and housing, the project must satisfy the demands of 266 rights
holders, ranging from single individuals to entire corporations.
Its epoch-making nature in this connection makes it a model
for future high-quality urban redevelopment.

The name I-land derives from the 4 conditions imposed by
the architectural client, who required that the project by inte-
grated, intelligent, intimate and impressive. In other words, it
was required to be a high-functioning, high-performing com-
plex harmoniously integrated and contributing to a beautiful,
agreeable, and comfortable environment.

After conflating and carefully coordinating the requirements
of the 226 rights holders, the designers provided 7 buildings
of various heights to satisfy all needs. In some instances, one
rights holder required a whole independent building. Under-
ground roads and the concourse for a subway station schedul-
ed for construction in the near future skillfully incorporate the
complex with a network extending beyond its immediate
confines.

Open spaces on the first floor and first basement level
functionally integrate the complex. Architectural eaves and
shops combine to fuse diverse environmental fearures, like
water, greenery, art objects, lighting fixtures, stages, staircases,
and shops, into a plaza rich in urban amenities. This plaza is
further connected, by means of art and lighting, with the atrium
and halls of tha various architectural entrances in an attractive
and inviting fashion very unlike the savagery frequently
encountered at the bases of high-rise buildings. Indeed, this
outdoor environment, resulting from a combination of high-,
medium-, and low-rise buildings positioned around a plaza
where gradual design modulation generates suitable harmony
and where diverse elements contribute to the production of a
human-scale space, is a model for outdoor spaces accompany-
ing high-rise buildings.

This project suggests that, during the 30 years that have passed
since the first high-rise buildings were built in Japan, the
necessary technology has been mastered. In this case, advances
were made in curtain-wall elements, paints, and induction and
exhaust systems. A double system for simultaneous underground
and above-ground construction was implemented. Old concrete
was recycled as crushed stone, and a non-polluting method for
using plasterboard was developed. The cooperation, meticulous
care, and technical skill of the many people involved in this long
-term project deserve great praise.
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