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Kansai International Airport Passenger Terminal Building
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Location,Izumisano City, Osaka
Owner,“Kansai International Airport Co.,Ltd.
Architects Renzo Piano Building Workshop Japan

Aeroports De Paris

Completion Date,”Jun. 1994

AN EAINTEDLONERERER MTBZ Gable end of the Main Terminal Building(MTB).
Irregular-shaped roof covered with metal tiles.
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Ehonex General view from the east.
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MTB4BEDAE  Interior of the MTB on the 4th floor. 35&. k2 aZu a9 TranS|t lounge on the third floor. MTB® + 5 2&#4—7> - 7% 2 + Truss and open airducts in the MTB.
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Sy b/ ANBLIZF—T> - IT7FI 2R
Open airducts seen over the Jet nozzle.
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MTBREH, 5 ERA B2  Gable end seen from the inside of MTB.

ABRIKTDF v 4>
Multilevel space penetrating upward from the first floor of the Canyon.
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The Kansai International Airport(opened in September, 1994)
is built on reclaimed land. Overcoming the difficulties imposed
by such a site required great know-how and enormous effort.
The successful completion of the project in these circumstances
is enough to great praise.

Coping with international and domestic passenger traffic in
a terminal of this size involves tremendously complicated
functions. The Kansai terminal employs a multilevel composi-
tion to deal with the complications. The whole is covered by
an immense, light-looking roof that, representing a splendidly
creative integration of technology and art, produces a terminal
suited to the needs of the coming century. The flowing curves
of the roof form —designed on the basis of aerodynamics and
geometry —combined with an overall length of 1.7 kilometers
establish the image of the airport by suggesting aircraft wings.

The powerful, continuous space covered by the roof and
created by the repetition of identical structural bodies, actually
visualizes passenger movement lines. The environment within
this space is controlled by means of disaster-prevention
equipment and an air-conditioning system with open air ducts
and jet nozzles directed toward menbrane ceiling surfaces
suspended in such a way as to follow the lines of the girders.

The Canyon, a huge front space extending upward for 4
stories makes the many levels of domestic and international
arrival and departure functions easy to understand. Attempts to
create a Japanese mood through greenery and color schemes are
less successful.

The new terminal has an elegant structural form and makes
full use of various systems to fulfill its functions. It is regrettable,
however, that, in spite of great expanses of glass, no total view
of airport facilities is available from the topmost level.
Furthermore, treatment of the lobby transecting the domestic
depart and arrival zone as if through a shopping district fails
to convince.

Nonetheless, the design concept deals brilliantly with the
problems of reclaimed land. In addition, planning to minimize
unequal setting and policies and supervision systems for
correcting long-term setting demonstrate praiseworthy creative
ingenuity on the parts of designers and all other project
participants.
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