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57—=mbRETAY Downward view from the tower.

e

e,
x

]

Exterior of the international convention hall facing the pond.
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Main entrance. Convention hall on the left, Philharmonia concert hall on the right.
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The image of the city of Beppu as a tourist town absolutely
requires that attention be paid to environmental protection. At
the same time, this autonomously operated cultural complex was
expected to serve as a landmark. To resolve the dilemma between
these apparently contradictory requirements, an environmental
composition based on comprehensive judgment criteria was
worked out.

Acoomplishing this meant overcoming such knotty issues as
discriminating between properties belonging to Oita Prefecture
and those belonging to the city of Beppu. The skillful manage-
ment of design issues resulted in an architectural group
producing an individual and gentle impression. The major
functional spaces and their subsidiary equipment result in
variety and usability. The entire complex deserves praise as both
a regional nucleus and high-quality public capital.

The pivot of the complex is a tower that performs the unusual
role of part of an imaginary globe covering the whole group.
The oppressive atmosphere that often mars projects of this kind
is avoided by formal balance among the tower, the convention
hall (a large rectangular solid enclosed in curtain walls but open
to the district), and two other masses—one with a round and
one with an oval plan. The effect is achieved through selection
of materials and a sense of scale that takes the environment into
consideration.

Visitors to this huge complex are certain to be surprised and
refreshed by diversity of architectural forms that seem to alter
continually as the path of progress moves among exterior and
interior spaces. Building materials, details, lighting fixtures, and
furnishings seem to have leapt forth from daily-life spaces to
generate a sense of pride in the local hometown.

An observation platform near the top of the tower commands
views of Beppu Bay and of the silvery-gray convention-hall tile
roof, which is too beautiful an addition to the environment to
require justification on the basis of its undoubted merits as
external insulation.

Great technical accuracy is apparent in the difficult detail
work of the extensive amount of unfinished concrete used both
inside and outside. Other materials, like textured tiles, oak, metal
panels, and aluminum, are deliberately used to contrast.
Meticulous structural planning is behind the creation of highly
versatile spaces—especially the convention hall —with freely
controllable natural lighting, movable seating, large crane-like
moving batons, and projection equipment.

Working hand in hand, the prefecture and the city have
overcome restrictions to create a new local nucleus suitable to
its setting. The achievement of highly functional, appealing,
public spaces required enthusiasm on the parts of client and
designers and unflagging effort to cultivate understanding of the
nature of the facility in everyone from general citizen to
construction supervisor. All buildings, private and public alike,
come to life upon completion. But people readily entrust
themselves to buildings only when energy has been devoted to
creating a consensus before completion time.
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