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HBPFREICEL-KESHRASMER  Exterior of the main banquet hall facing the Seto Inland Sea.

B :T770—FHo0a2E rihgt : General view from the approach.
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Location,”Minami-ku, Hiroshima City, Hiroshima Prefecture
Owner,”Kanawa Co.,Ltd.
Architects Y. Ikehara Architect & Associates

Obayashi Corporation

Contractors,” Obayashi Corporation
Seibu Construction Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date,Jul. 1994
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Distant view from the northeast.
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Fan-shaped canopy of the enrace.
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FEL%  Middle banquet hall.
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AXESH Main banquet hall.
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Entrance lobby. Sculpture called “Sun Glitter’by Carl Milles on the pond.
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Bar lounge on the 23rd floor.
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Japanese restaurant.
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Living room of the royal suite.
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Hiroshima lacks public waterfront. This high-rise, urban-resort
hotel, built facing the sea on land once occupied by a shipyard,
is part of an effort to make up for the lack. Adjacent to
Hiroshima Bay, the maritime entrance to the city, the site has
Ujina Island and the Seto Inland Sea for a backdrop. After
serving as lodgings for the 12th Asia Games Hiroshma 1994, it
is expected to become the focal point of a seaside redevelopment
plan conducted by the city of Hiroshima and Hiroshima
Prefecture.

The triangular floor plan of the hotel tower takes maximum
advantage of the views. The low banquet-room block, with its
large, seaward windows, follows the lines of an adjacent sea
wall. A port-cochere with a splendid fan-shaped canopy
distinguishes the attractive lobby, which connects the two. A
marina and a dock for ferries to and from Miyajima and Kure
are close by at the embankment.

The exterior of the hotel tower, which houses 550 guest rooms,
is finished in granite, luster tiles, and both heat-reflecting and
transparent glass. The geometric patterns in which these
materials are arranged plus the V-shaped grooves at the corners
subtly reflect the changing light of the Inland Sea. Design
transparency enables the building to blend with the water and
lush greenery of its beautiful setting. At the same time, the
building silhouette makes it a familiar landmark for shipping
coming into and leaving busy Hiroshima harbor.

One of the hotel’s most outstanding features is the main
banquet hall (1,500m*) and its huge windows oriented toward the
sea. Together with the outdoor balcony, these openings establish
continuity extending to the seaside. The magnificent banquet-
hall ceiling designed to give the impression of huge flower in
full bloom when seen from the water.

In the lobby a long, gently curving ramp around a pool leads
upward to the banquet rooms on the second floor. A person
walking up or down the ramp is treated to a series of variations
as the water of the pool reflects and diffuses light from sources
and objects on its periphery. A dynamic statue by Carl Milles
and entitled “Sun Glitter” is situated among small fountains in
the middle of the pool, where it further enhances the charm of
the space.

Y oshiro Ikehara and the design department of the Obayashi
Corporation cooperated on the hotel design. The finished
building embodies the closely integrated system that they shared
with the client. Restrictions imposed by policies related to
construction and the environment were skillfully dealt with by
relying in part on marine transportation. The use of the lift-up
method was one example of the construction ingenuity
stimulated by the need to finish the building in only 2 years.
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