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Aerial view. Twin towers along the Sumidagawa river are the St. Luke’'s Garden. ~right : Distant view.
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1fEXx 1>+ 52 Main entrance on the first floor.
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Atrium connected the hospital by a bridge.
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Upward view of the well of the residential tower.
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Interior of bridge connected with the twin towers.
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This large-scale group beside the Sumidagawa river, in Tokyo,
represents part of an urban-developing program for 3 ward
blocks. Planned on the basis of the concept of a life-sciences
center, it is a concentration of diverse functions—including a
hospital —contributing to the reconstitution of part of the city
environment. )

Because of its significance to the history of Tokyo, the Saint
Luke’s Hospital Chapel is being restored. In connection with
the project, this new project was undertaken in the hope of
inheriting and developing the values of our times and of creating
high-rise buildings open to the daily use of local citizens.

Many modern buildings strive too hard for individuality. In
contrast, these two functionally honest towers—one an office
and the other a residential and hotel building —inspire a sense
of communion.

Landmark value is intensified by the way in which their
spatial relations to each other change according to viewpoint
and lighting. Of course, mere conspicuousness does not make
a building a landmark. To earn that designation, it must attract
people, be visually memorable, and be a locale where peace of
mind is ensured. This building group is entitled to be called a
landmark because it has the overwhelming appeal needed to
enable it to serve as a core for local daily living.

The site is located in the Akashi district, which began as the
Tsukiji Foreign Settlement then became a cradle of modern
Japanese education. Founded there in 1902, Saint Luke’s
Hospital has a long history of medical-care provision. In
addition, however, it has played a vitally important role in
nursing education and the promotion of public sanitation. In
recent years, it has been undergoing a process of reconstruction,
of which Saint Luke’s Garden is phase two.

The site is made up of 3 blocks extending along the east-west
axis from Sumidagawa Park to the Sumidagawa Embankment.
The similarity of the towers’ floor plans and the use of a unified
theme color reinforces the idea of a life-sciences center. At the
same time, the image of an open facility is strengthened by the
promenade following the east-west axis leading from a city park
to a riverside park.

Connecting the towers by means of the bridge and a common
atrium indicates bold consideration of disaster prevention and
symbolizes urban life of the coming century. A public restaurant
with an outdoor wooden deck is located on the top floor of the
office tower. The residential tower is for the use of the elderly.
The hotel provides a place for social gatherings, in particular
for office-tower tenants.

Even when, as is often the case, their strategies are clear, few
redevelopment projects will stand up to architectural evalua-
tion. Saint Luke’s Garden, on the other hand, is clearly the
outcome of a tremendous outlay of energy devoted to budget,
construction term, and the environment. Client, designers, and
contractors have cooperated in assuming an enthusiastic attitude
toward their work and towards town planning in general. This,
plus an original approach to management, makes Saint Luke’s
Garden a Tokyo landmark.
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