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Konami Nasu Training Institute Building

PR7EHY #FAR IR FB/BERFARBET KFE S X T FE113376-910 Location,”Nasu-machi, Nasu-gun, Tochigi Prefecture

BEE 07 IKAXSH Owner,”Konami Co.,Ltd.

EREtE HA S BEEET Architect,”NIKKEN SEKKEI Ltd.

MBIE AT ¥ Contractor,/Fujita Corporation

T, 1994F 121 Completion Date,/'Dec. 1994 e 2 =
') F=viZid~>1=770—F Approach along the long wall of the corridor.

T 72548 Exterior of the glass-covered entrance.
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#F 2F5HFE=  Training hall on the second-basement level. A HEBHASATEOLNIIY F—IL
right : Corridor covered with double-layer glass.
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This research center for a computer-software company is located
on a steep incline in Nasu Heights. Although the conspicuous
entrance canopy makes a strong impression, most of the building
is underground. In spite of its subterranean location, however,
the interior is made welcoming and bright by means of glass
ceilings and warm colors in the concrete walls.

Employees’ stays here vary according to the nature of the
research program they are pursuing, but the building provides
everything they need for daily life and study : lodgings, dining
hall, lounge, classrooms, and hot-springs bathing facilities.
Extensive variation in spatial composition prevents the mo-
notony to which buildings of this kind are prone. For instance,
the gently curved corridor leading from the entrance, attractive
views from the dining-hall and the lounge, and big windows
in the lodgings rooms all provide pleasant surprises.

The long, narrow site, which follows the steep incline of the
land, is subject to numerous restrictions because it is in a
national park. Nonetheless, the interior spaces generate a feeling
of openness and offer plenty of chances to enjoy nature to the
full.

In addition to allowing splendid views from the lodgings
facilities on the south side, the basic plan has been assembled
in such a way to ensure plenty of natural light and ventilation
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insulation installed, and double-layer windows with special
insulating glass.

Local manufacturers cooperated in preparing the especially

fine concrete needed for the warm coloration of interior surfaces.
While making use of sophisticated technology, the builders did
not rely on mechanical power alone.
The forces of nature too were called into play in the production
of a pleasant living environment where people can enjoy natural
illumination and breezes. This attitude relates to the concept of
sustainable environmental planning.

The accepted wisdom is that large design organizations, like
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building, however, owes much of its fine quality to the designers’
extremely conscientious consideration to the plastic aspects of
the problem and to maintenance and supervision. The con-
tractors made light of the inconvenience of the site to produce
work of the highest accuracy. Indeed their efforts were the
mainstay in the realization of a design that combines several
materials — concrete, glass, wood, and stone— in a highly precise
fashion. The building is not large. Nonetheless, its successful
realization, in spite of site-related difficulties, illustrates the high
standards of Japanese construction work.
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