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B EEEARAEENS RS, #HEFEEAK View of the international-fellowship wing from

the southwest. R EESEAEREAMOT > 5> 23— Entrance of the international-fellowship wing facing the courtyard.
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Downward view of the private-room dormitories.
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Elevator hall of the unit wing.
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Elevator hall of the private-room dormitory.

X754  Interior of the fellowship plaza. EfE£#5  International conference hall.
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Lounge corner of the unit wing.
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Its colors and verdure—lawns and peripheral rows of cherry
trees, and large keyaki trees —make this building group a happy,
but by no means disorderly, place. Close observation reveals a
pervading order and rhythm that blend the compound with the
greenery of its setting. The brilliant composition of rose, pale
yellow, and gray wall surfaces and curvilinear and irregular
placements produces a futuristic image just right to inspire
dreams and hope in the minds of the young users.

The site, which was once the Yoyogi Parade Ground, enjoys
the kind of tranquillity not ordinarily to be expected in a
clamorous city. It abuts on a large, quiet, park zone (150
hectares) consisting of the forests of the Meiji Shrine and Y oyogi
Park.

Yoyogi has witnessed many changes over successive periods
in the history of Tokyo. Its name derives from the largest fir tree
in the city (called yoyogi, or tree of the ages) which once stood
there. In the late nineteenth century, a parade ground was
created there. When the Meiji Shrine was begun in 1915, part
of Yoyogi was included in its grounds. After World War I,
Washington Heights, a housing development for Occupation
Forces officers, was built there. Then, on the occasion of the
1964 Tokyo Olympics, the land was returned to Japanese control
to provide the locale for athletes’ dormitories. Beginning in 1965,
Yoyogi became home to various youth-oriented facilities,
including a young people’s center, gymnasium, and training
institute.

With such historical associations as these, it is understandable
that the planning of this new compound was dominated by the
desire to preserve as many of the venerable surviving trees as
possible. The curved lines that enrich the architectural spaces
seem to thread their way among the trees in inevitable forms.

The buildings discussed here represent the first phase of a
larger project (total of 9 hectares). They occupy 4 hectares at
the easternmost end of the site farthest from the front road and
adjacent to the Meiji Shrine. Four dormitories plus a central
building and an international-fellowship building are arranged
on the two axes of the site: the north-south axis, aligned with
the Meiji Shrine, and the road on the west side, which is at an
angle of about 30 degrees to the north-south axis. A 6-story
circular building at the intersection of the 2 axes encloses a
courtyard graced with large, old trees. The 9-story private-room
dormitory, located near the center of the site, serves as a
landmark and, from its roof , commands views of the Meiji-
Shrine forest and the skyscrapers of Shinjuku.

Dormitories with full amenities are planned according to user
numbers and needs. In addition to private rooms with baths, the
design provides 2- and 4-person rooms; tatami-floored rooms
for primary- and middle-school children and, it is hoped, for
visitors from other countries; and units for 10 or 20 persons, each
with its own lounge and bath-toilet facilities.

For meeting, exchanging ideas, and learning, the youth of the
twenty-first century will need spaces that harmonize nature and
the city. The National Olympics Memorial Youth Center
deserves high praise for suggesting ways to provide them.
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