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Location,”Musashino City, Tokyo
Owners,” Tokyo
Musashino City

Architect,Azusa Kito, Architect and Associates
Contractors /Tekken Corporation

Tomoe Corporation

Hayashi-Gumi Co.,Ltd.
Completion Date, " Nov. 1994
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I bZF>RK—JL Entrance hall.
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Exterior on the west. ‘ 2B/ LazZ—hnhEARTAY  Courtyard garden seen from the balco i Public bathroom. BT Corridor. B%E Private room.
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*Et:@bt% Exterior facing the courtyard.
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This home accommodates the functions of three former facilities:
a nursing home, a special home for the elderly, and an at-home
service center for the aged. The location of the site in a first-class,
exclusively residential district determined some architectural
characteristics. First, each of the three facilities must be able to
function independently under an organically integrated man-
agement system. Second, openness and communications must
be established in a neighborhood where this new addition is not
necessarily welcomed by everyone.

The designers solved the problems by devising skillful zoning
to make best use of the topography, limiting the building to two
stories, and devoting utmost attention to all details. Two
rectangular blocks, each with its own courtyard garden, are
staggered so that a corner of one overlaps a corner of the other.
An entire corner of the site is thus left open for garden. The
planted space between the building and the road harmonizes
well with the trees and hedges of neighboring houses and
contributes to the lushness of the overall greenery. The front
garden, which is mostly lawn, serves as a small park where local
people are welcome.

Management effectiveness is enhanced by concentrating
approach, spacious entrance porch, dayroom, meeting rooms,
and work rooms at the corner and on the side adjacent to the
front garden.

The two-story limit— tenaciously maintained by the designer
—and the use of pitched roofs and eaves help the building blend
with its neighbors. Slender concrete posts on the escape
balconies establish articulation with the entrance, thus softening
corresponding interior-exterior sight lines and preventing the
building from looking like a solid mass. Small eaves installed
over the balcony windows establish each room as an individual
residence and manifest subtle consideration as well as a sense
of scale.

At the start of work, the designer and representatives from the
contractor and the subcontractors intensified their understand-
ing of the project goal by visiting several other homes for the
elderly. The knowledge gained from these inspections inspired
them to exert their very best in everything down to details. For
instance, the balcony posts have been finished to look like
precast concrete; and joints have the clean, neat look of site-
poured concrete.

Working together, client, designer, and contractor put
scrupulous care and considerable technical abilities to use in
overcoming all difficulties to produce architecture of a very high
caliber.
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