BCS Prize-winning Work

AXStev

AXS Bldg.

Pr7Edh B &R 2 H X #E#E2-10-12 Location,”Sumida-ku, Tokyo

BEE RHABEKIAESHT Owners “Yasuda Real Estate Co.,Ltd.
MASHIEFEREETE AXS Satow Inc.
A S EFERSETE Architect/AXS Satow Inc.

AERFMRAESH Contractor,/Penta-Ocean Construction Co.,Ltd.

T 1995F 4R Completion Date,Apr. 1995
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1BEN 7 ) —2R—2 B RIFEDHAY A2 TWS  The interior of the free space establishes continuity between the open plaza and the city. )7L wvaad—+— Free space as a refreshing corner.
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Entrance hall called the AXS Gallery. Centrally placed multilevel space penetrating upward from the first floor.
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The organization that designed it built this building for its own
use and to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of its founding.
The design philosophy, technical skill, methodology, and
supervisory talents it embodies reflect the organization’s present
strengths.

The irregularly shaped site (about 1,000m*) is located on a
corner in a district of mixed middle- and low-rise buildings
across the Sumidagawa river from the main part of Tokyo. A
nearly square plan, carefully adjusted depths and ceiling heights,
and a centrally placed multilevel space penetrating upward from
the first level make the standard office floors pleasant and
communications-friendly. One core for elevators and staircases
and another for equipment flank the office spaces on east and
west.

From as early as the concept and basic-design stage, plenty
of thought and discussion was devoted to integrating architec-
tural and mechanical-engineering design. The multipurpose
nature of the central, multilevel, open space, which organically
links levels and houses equipment for interim-season ventilation
and natural lighting, resulted from this process.

Although created in compliance with greenery standards, the
open plaza space on the corner of the site serves wider
architectural and social functions. The white oak tree planted
there, combined with transparent curtain walls on two sides,
establishes continuity among the city district, the plaza, and the
building interior in a way that generates a new, comfortable
urban zone.

The contractors admirably fulfilled demands imposed by the
use of unfinished-concrete posts and main beams and by the semi
-PC method employed in the floors. The cross section of the
ribbed PC floor slabs provide space for air-conditioning ducts
and indirect-lighting fixtures. Characteristic PC factory pro-
duction ensured the high quality and accuracy needed to
harmonize with the equipment planning and to provide ceiling
heights great enough to create a sense of spatial latitude.

Treatment of details, urban appearance, plaza space, meticu-
lous planning, and a novel approach to the curtain wall
demonstrate considerable design strengths. These, combined
with structural and mechanical-engineering abilities, have
resulted in a model for front-line design-organization office
buildings in the information age.
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