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Location /Ise City, Mie Prefecture
Owner,/Akafuku Co., Ltd
Architects /Shimizu Corporation

Takenaka Corporation

Takahashi Architect and Associates
Contractors /Shimizu Corporation

Takenaka Corporation

Completion Date /Jul. 1993

jewing toward Tonsha-restaurant from the 2nd floor at Kojiya-shop.
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At one time, the Japanese people considered a pilgrimage
to Ise, the location of the supermely venerated Grand Ise
Shrine, a rite of passage. Arrival at the town called
Oharai-machi in front of the Ise Inner Shrine marked the
termination of what, in those days, was a long, time-
consuming journey. Since modern means of transporta-
tion make the trip much faster and easier, the pilgrims of
the past have become today’s tourists, most of whom do
no more than pass through Oharai-machi.

To accommodate contemporary tourism, a local orga-
nization called Akafuku, Co., Ltd. obtained a plot of
land in Oharai-machi on which to build a new back-
street district called Okage-yokocho. It incorporates
distinctive Ise-style gabled houses, reconstructed
nineteenth-century Japanese versions of occidental man-
sions, and facilities relocated from the shrine. Many of
the buildings house shops selling food and arts and crafts
items, not only from Ise itself, but from all Mie Prefecture
as well. In addition, Okage-yokocho boasts an old-style
theater, traditional row houses, and a sake brewery.

Some of the buildings were built entirely from scratch;
others are either restorations or relocations from other
sites. All are in styles prevalent in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, a time when Ise enjoyed a peak
of prosperity and popularity. The desire to restore the
vitality and bustle of those days provided impetus for the
entire project.

Okage-yokocho is perhaps most outstanding for the
way it brings back the vigor of the past in a completely
newly constructed town.

Integrated by means of streets and a square, all build-
ings have been meticulously programmed on the basis of
historical evidence. More than external reconstructions of
old styles, they have been built according to traditional
local wooden structural systems. Together, design and
careful construction generate a sense of consistency that is
experienced physically by all visitors.

This project constitutes excellent reference material on
3 counts: first as a newly designed town, second as a
historical restoration, and third as an example of regional
revitalization. Outstanding leadership on the part of the
planner, plus the efforts of several designers and construc-
tion companies, intensifies the significance of the under-
taking, which deserves praise as an attempt to fuse history
and the future.
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BREWEEFICLTHMNFESHERS  Viewing toward Okage museum. Shin-o-kan shop on the left.
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