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MEIJI SEIMEI CORPORATE TRAINING CENTER

Fﬁ?‘iiﬂ/ REEIF )| X s fh2-22-3 Location /Edogawa-ku, Tokyo

= BRAREGRREESH Owner,/The Meiji Mutual Life Insurance Company
.aqu%//ﬁ KEZMASHE Architect / Shimizu Corporation
MmIEHKEREKRXESH Contractor /Shimizu Corporation
% T /1994%E3R Completion Date /Mar. 1994
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— > Courtyard.
%  Lecture hall.
K741 Foyer.

Night view of the community zone.
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Located among medium-rise residences interspersed with
some industrial facilities, this center is intended to train
personnel for responsible positions in general financing
services. For Tokyo-based employees, the education it
offers is an extension of daily occupations. For people
from outlying regions, the center functions as a place for
personal encounters and information sharing.

Designing it necessitated dealing with two major
themes. First, equipping people with the sophisticated
specialist knowledge and emotional responsiveness need-
ed to cope with the dizzying changes taking place in our
informational society. Subtle architectural ingenuity has
been used to satisfy this requirement and to produce a
facility of great density. Especially noteworthy among
examples of such ingenuity are the peripheral green zone,
the set-back composition demonstrating consideration of
the surrounding environment, and the a central atrium
for diverse communications.

A pocket-size park designed with an eye to safety at a
nearby intersection and shrubbery in the parking lot
make the green zone a relaxing, open oasis in a region
where trees and plants are scarce. Extensive use of under-
ground levels to limit building heights increases the
effectiveness of this zone. Positioning the intensely sub-
divided low-rise block outside the medium-rise block
efficiently solves the inevitable urban problems of visual
expanse and neighbors’ rights to natural light, quiet, and
privacy.

Positioned between 2 parallel, middle-rise blocks, the
atrium—the central space of the composition—functions
as entrance lobby, lounge, and plaza. It extends upward
to the height of 4 stories in one region and to 7 in
another. Walls supporting the atrium roof continue to the
courtyard, where, in conjunction with trees and water,
they produce a festive, interior-ized street scene. The
prevailing mood of calm in action and psychological
comfort and tranquillity depends largely on such ele-
ments as the sound of the waterfall in the ground-floor
approach, light control, a sand-scape, communications
equipment with a canopy suggesting outspread swan
wings, and immense centrally placed objets d’art. Seismic
devices connecting the 2 middle-rise dormitory blocks,
floor heating and cooling in the atrium, and overhead
push-pull heat-exchange equipment contribute signifi-
cantly to maintaining a pleasant living environment.
Cooperation among an architecturally understanding
client, a talented designer, and contractors willing to
challenge new technology made these outstanding results
possible.
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