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The town of Yono, where this new arts theater stands, is
located midway between the much larger cities of Omiya
and Urawa, which are certain to integrate in the future.
The theater will become increasingly prominent in local
culture and art as this integration process advances.

Distinct from the vast, multipurpose auditoriums pop-
ular in the recent past, the Saitama Arts Theater is
composed of 4 functionally individual, mutually stimu-
lating theaters: large auditorium, motion-picture theater,
concert hall, and small auditorium plus large and small
rehearsal halls. Saitama prefectural authorities set up an
ambitious program for the center, and the building sat-
isfies their expectations.

A rotunda binding the 4 theaters together provides
guests with a vantage point from which to take in the
mood of the activities of the entire center. At night, light
flooding from the many glazed openings further enlivens
the atmosphere.

A long galleria with a glass skylight provides passage
space between the theater group and the rehearsal-hall
group and enables performers and guests alike to experi-
ence the scale of the facility with their own bodies.
Unlike many confusingly labyrinthine multipurpose
auditoriums, the Saitama Arts Theater, though large,
preserves clarity thanks to the galleria.

First-time visitors find the overall freshness impressive.
Regular guests who have been there time and time again
never grow bored with the theaters. This is true because
each functional space has its own distinctive personality.
Specialist cooperation has ensured satisfactory sight lines
and acoustic effects.

Aside from its architectural excellencies, the Saitama
Arts Theater is distinguished by a well thought-out
operational and management plan. Committees, on
which a number of specialist sat, worked out and now
implement a diversified performance program.

Because of its openness, the theater group, already the
hub of vigorous urban activities, will attract other facil-
ities, thus simulating the further urbanization of its still
immature neighborhood. The theater’s symbolic land-
mark tower is visible from afar. As a whole, the Saitama
Arts Theater offers a refreshing new model for regional
autonomous cultural facilities of the future.
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