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KUME SEKKEI HEAD OFFICE BUILDING
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Downward of the atrium.
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Meeting corner in the atrium. /&
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The head offices of the architectural design firm Kume
Sekkei are located on a stretch of reclaimed bayside land
facing a canal. In the past, the region was occupied by a
jumble of factories, warehouses, logistical buildings, and
low-price apartments. The completion of the Keiyo
Railway Line, with direct links to neighboring Chiba
Prefecture, has changed things considerably. The Kume
Sekkei building is helping promote the transformation in
many ways. For example, the refreshing transparency of
its total glass cladding is an eye-catching highlight in the
expressionless confusion of its setting.

Producing a high-quality work environment for crea-
tive workers like the staff of Kume Sekkei, makes severe
demands. The spaces must be outstandingly functional
and equipped with all necessary amenities. They must
stimulate free communications and intense sentiment and
creative sympathy. By satisfying these requirements, the
Kume Sekkei building symbolizes the ideals of the crea-
tive workers it serves.

First, the floor-plan composition makes skillful use of
the site. An atrium connecting with the waterfront side is
situated in the center of the plan. From it, the image of
the whole facility is immediately perceptible. Because it is
open for a height of 6 stories, the atrium generates a
splendid feeling of scale and openness. Greenery and
skillfully controlled natural lighting combine with spa-
tial expanse to symbolize the psychological unity of the
staff.

Considerations of operational efficiency within a crea-
tively inspiring atmosphere determined the nature of the
office spaces, which are arranged in a U on 3 sides of the
atrium. Of course, they are designed to conform to future
modernization and increased reliance on information
processing. In addition, such steps as introduction of a
records-management system, the creation of a building-
wide optical-fiber network structure, and seating arrange-
ments flexible enough to accommodate alterations further
improve their quality.

Since the site.is reclaimed land, special care was neces-
sary in the construction of embankments and the laying
of foundations. No less meticulous attention was devoted
to interior and exterior unfinished concrete and the glass
curtain wall, on which the transparency of the overall
impression depends.

Orthodox design methods, clear concepts, scrupulous
planning, and superior technical skills enable the Kume
Sekkei building to express the client corporate image
powerfully and clearly.



