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KAWANISHI-MACHI FRIENDLY PLAZA

FreEth /1L 2 R R E RS ER) | AT K52 L/ \VA1037-1 Location /Kawanishi-machi, Higashi-okitama-gun, Yamagata
EEE )T Prefecture
EtE () AR ST E B Owner,/Kawanishi-machi
BIE/ REEIHASH Architect,/ Toshio Honma and Associates
MRAEHBEEIISH Contractors /Ando Corporation S R R
% T /1994%F 3R Syokusan Komusho Co., Ltd.

Completion Date,”Mar. 1994

4FELYTL 5 2@ %85 Entrance viewed from the northeast.

FRIZFEAYD7TOLF—FL YT 5227 70—FF %  Approach to the entrance from the promenade around the central plaza.
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KFEEEL VB ROE—%R% Downward view of the exhibition lobby.

HEVS LRI VFEINEECL 2EELE | CAIRBE S 4 5RAOKEE, 2MMER<~—2L ) B3 Interior of the library on the 2nd floor. ] se theater hall wit 717 seats.
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An English traveler named Isabella Bird once described
the part of Yamagata Prefecture where this community
center—library, theater, and assembly hall—stands as an
oriental Arcadia, a beautiful, fruitful, smiling land that
looks more as if it had been drawn with a pencil than
cultivated with a hoe. It remains unchanged today. In a
setting of paddy fields and farm houses, against a back-
ground of rolling hills, Friendly Plaza is so much at
peace with the natural scene that it might have stood on
its site for ages.

The idea for such a facility took shape when the author
Hisashi Inoue, a native of this part of the country,
donated to the town a collection of seventy thousand
books. From that time, local authorities began evolving
the Friendly Hills Concept for a new town embodying
the ideas of greenery, love, and hills. They resolved that
their new town must both cherish local culture and meet
the needs of the new age by sponsoring personal and
inter-regional exchanges. Friendly Plaza is the project
nucleus for information collection and transmission.

Architecturally it is distinguished by a number of
factors. First, its 3 functionally different spaces are order-
ed along 2 axes derived from an interpretation of the
topography. Its design is rooted in local architectural
traditions. Dynamic, open, interior spaces are provided
for use during long, snowy winters. Using primarily one
building material—concrete—produces dense, terse
spaces. And finally construction accuracy throughout is
very high.

The zone for personal exchanges demands the highest
degree of centripetal force. It is therefore placed at the
intersection of the 2 axes. The main entrance is situated
on the north-south axis. The plaza assumes the form of a
Greek theater. Connections with the nearby Tenjinmori
Tumulus visually and spatially evoke historical associa-
tions. On the east-west axis, the theater, the tallest build-
ing in the complex is situated on the west to block
seasonal winter winds. In order of decreasing size, it is
followed on the eastward axis by the space for personal
exchanges and the library. A covered, colonnaded walk-
way, a necessity in a cold climate like this one, transcends
its function to stimulate a lingeringly pleasing sense of
expectation. Because he lives in the region on close terms
with the local people, the designer has acquired the
thorough understanding of climate, geography, and life
style needed to produce such splendid effects.

35



