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Aerial view from the southeast. /i : The sky escalators and the sky bridge over the well reflected in the mirror wall.
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Location /Kita-ku, Osaka City
Owners /Sekisui House, Ltd.
Toshiba Corporation
Daihatsu Diesel MFG Co., Ltd.
Architects,/Hiroshi Hara+ Atelier¢
Kimura Structural Engineers
Takenaka Corporation
Contractors / Takenaka Corporation
Obayashi Corporation
Kajima Corporation
Aoki Corporation
Completion Date, /Mar. 1993
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As a future-oriented landmark, the Umeda Sky Building
is rapidly becoming one of Osaka’s most popular new
attractions, especially among young people. Some of the
features accounting for its popularity are an observation
space 160 m above ground level and, higher still, an
apparently floating garden platform with outdoor spaces
for enjoying the city scenery. Vertical transportation is
effected by means of an exciting series of glass-enclosed
external and internal elevators and escalators. Elevators
transport passengers to the thirty-fifth floor. There they
transfer to glazed escalators traveling through the circular
opening in the top stories that link the building’s two
towers like a bridge. Additional escalators provide access
to the observation spaces.

The Sky Building is full of arresting discoveries from
all angles: the view straight up from ground level of the
hanging garden on the top levels, the panoramic view
from the monorail above a nearby loop highway, or
distant views of its crisp silhouette against the Osaka
skyline. The correspondence between the Umeda Sky
Building in the Kita (North) district of the city with the
Tsutenkaku tower in the Minami (South) contributes to
its popularity.

The Sky Building spearheads a long-meditated redevel-
opment plan for the north side of Osaka Station, formerly
an inconvenient, seamy district accommodating the
Umeda and Japan Railways freight depots. The client
was extremely eager that the plan exert an impact on
district improvement and that, while taking into consid-
eration future freight-depot redevelopment, it cut a fine
figure from the outset. The building fulfills these require-
ments admirably.

With laudable foresight, the designer has achieved a
number of splendid goals. For instance, he has realized
the age-old, universal human fantasy of Hanging Gardens
in an example of symbiosis with nature in an age of
high-rise buildings. In addition, he has linked the two
towers of the building in a new kind of seismic design.

The combination of the designer’s work, the client’s
powerful planning team, and contractors capable of
realizing the architectural ideas to the smallest detail
deserves high praise.
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