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This arts center with its lovely and splendid form stands
in a consolidated cultural park that is beautifully green
even for a city famous for its verdure. The prefectural
center, made up of arts theater, library, art museum, and
prefectural plaza, is located on 16.5 hectares of land that
was once the site of the Miyazaki University School of
Agriculture. A desire to make the theater an integral part
of the lives of the local citizens inspired the addition of
public rehearsal spaces to the usual three elements of a
cultural center: large auditorium for musical events,
medium theater for drama, and small theater for a variety
of events. Adopting such an approach from the planning
stage demonstrates praiseworthy enthusiasm and initia-
tive.

Generosity of planning in the spaces surrounding the
entrance hall—called Light Plaza—makes this multipur-
pose complex easy to understand and easy to use. The
composition beginning with the large outdoor staircase
following the colonnade and continuing to the Light
Plaza and the various theater foyers around it is splen-
did. The Entrance Cube, the highlight of this space,
should have been more dramatic and light-filled. Still,
the mood, which is more closely related to the Modern-
ism of the thirties than to today’s Postmodernism, is
refreshing.

In the concert hall and medium theater, the warmth of
local woods enriches the space. The designer, who has
many years’ experience in this field, made bold, yet
delicate proposals for the acoustics of the large audito-
rium and the stage equipment of the multipurpose
medium theater. The careful execution of his ideas has
satisfied the client’s wish for musical and theatrical
facilities on an international level of excellence.

The sincere wishes of the local authorities to make this
arts center different from the run of the mill are manifest
in several places, like the appealing rehearsal rooms
surrounding the lobby of the special first-basement level.
In addition, one of the most celebrated of Miyazaki’s
restaurants operates a branch beside the first-floor
entrance. A visitor walking around the building from the
Light Plaza feels that the project has really become the
“Pleasure Garden” the client wants it to be.



