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HOTEL NEW GRAND

FrTEH, /#9251 BA&ET X LU TETI0 Location,”Naka-ku, Yokohama City
BEX RFINZa—FF Owner,/Hotel New Grand

et EKEEGX S Architects /“Shimizu Corporation
MBI,/ BKEEZEXESH Contractors,” Shimizu Corporation
% I,/1992%4823H Completion Date,/April, 1992

IWTFTRAELSRI-28 BEOFHECEBOAREN A S General view from Yamashita Prk.
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AREE2pEL 4 > R—KR—JLJL— L Rainbow ball room on the second floor of the main building.

#TEE 4 BEKE S35 Banquet hall on the fourth floor of the annex.
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TLYFro vl e A4 — |+ Presidential suite.

FEE6FSL 2 5> Restaurant on the sixth floor of the annex.

AEE | BEL 2 b 5> Restaurant on the first floor of the main building.
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The Grand Hotel was originally built in the Yokohama
foreigners’ enclave in 1873. The first building was des-
troyed in the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923 but was
rebuilt on designs by Jin Watanabe in 1927. The recent
erection of a new tower annex provided an opportunity
to rectify many alterations made in Watanabe’s design
over a period of sixty years and to restore the main
building as accurately as possible to its original condi-
tion, which served as the key element in the mood that
relates the old with the new.

With the passing years, numerous incursions had com-
pletely deprived the old building of its central patio
garden. In the renovation, the patio was restored to its
original French style. Restorations of such primary zones
as the main lobby, the Phoenix Room, and the Rainbow
Ballroom were faithful down to furnishings.

The interiors of the new tower, on which foreign
designers cooperated, while new, are related by design
quality to those of the main building. Built in accor-
dance with a municipal environmental-design system, the
exterior of the tower, though decidedly modern, does not
clash with that of the old building. Its supposedly ship
motif cannot be called a resounding success. Nonetheless
it is saved by the expanse of Yamashita Park in the front
and the dynamic bustle of Yokohama in the back.

With its 5 basements and 16 stories, the tower annex was
completed without interference in the business opera-
tions of the old building. In terms of structure and
mechanical equipment, the two are linked. Both share
the same aseismatic characteristics. Difficult technologi-
cal problems were solved and the two were integrated by
such measures as the use of Vierrendel structural system
in the tower.

It is especially appealing that the new building does not
superficially copy the retro-style charm of the old.
Instead, by means of repeated examinations of a detailed
model, the spirit of the old was reflected in the new. In
this sense, it is kind of epitome of Yokohama itself, a city
where the old and the new jostle each other to generate
a unique mood.
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