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TAMA CEMETERY OSSUARY

FrTEHh SRS ARRT v % EERT4-628 Location,”Fuchu City, Tokyo

BEE REE Owner,/Tokyo Metropolitan

HEtE B ESHAH BB EELETERT Architects /’S.Uchii Architect & Associates

BIE/ %X SRER Contractors /"Hazama Corporation
NARBSIHASH Muramoto Construction Co., Ltd.
HARBERMRA =K Kokune Construction Co., Ltd.

% TI,1993%FE3H31H Completion Date,”March, 1993
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B & ) EEEOEFI# L (C#HB% % B3 Inverted cone-shaped ossuary seen over the main gate and colonnade.
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EXI0ABENFELXRS  Stone-block-paved inner court.
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General view from the west.
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EEAE  Interior of the ossuary.
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HPEH S B A~ DIEER %A B %  Stairway to the ossuary compartments.

WEEAE One of the six levels platforms of the compartments.
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The history of public cemeteries in Tokyo dates back to
an 1874 regulation establishing them for the first time.
Dramatic developments in the city necessitated adjust-
ments and integrations of existing cemeteries as well as
the creation of new ones. One of eight similar cemeteries,
Tama Reien opened in April, 1923, and over the years
has grown into a deeply wooded, tranquil setting. But
recent population concentration, the increasing predomi-
nance of the nuclear family, and the graying of the
population have seriously intensified the need for ceme-
teries. At the same time, acquiring land for that purpose
has become increasingly difficult. Exigencies of this kind
made it necessary to raze the old Tama Ossuary and
replace it with this new one, which can accommodate 21,
000 cinerary urns in 5,200 shrine-like niches.

From a circular plan arises an inverted cone around the
periphery of which are six platforms for the ossuary
compartments. Penetrating all the way to the ceiling, the
central space is completely open. A central pond contrib-
utes to an impression of the prevailing calm of a prenatal
microcosm. The circular plan and equi-directional orien-
tation from the center express nonsectarianism and
equality. The image of the inverted cone spatially and
formally suggests the relation between life and death and
the inevitable return of all mortal things to the earth.

The unusual cone structure is composed of 148 tall,
precast-concrete panels set around the circumference like
the boards in a barrel and held in place by PC steel ring
cables serving the function of barrel hoops. Realizing
this structure demanded great skill and accuracy in
construction. The details of the design have been meticu-
lously executed and finished in a way that is simultane-
ously generous and suitably tense.

The Tama Ossuary offers new solutions to problems
inherent in the creation of funeral-related architecture
and represents an especially superior, spatial, nonsectar-
ian of the nature of life and death. While blending
harmoniously with the venerable Tama Reien greenery,
it points the way to a new history of cemetery buildings.
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