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The palace compound occupies about 4 of the 18 hec-
tares of Shuri Palace Park. Within that compound, the
Main Hall, the Hoshin-mon gate, the North Hall, the
South Hall, a guardhouse, and a garden have been
recreated. Only the Main Hall was submitted for BCS
Awards consideration. Both the client—the Okinawa
Development Agency—and the architect worked long
and hard on an accurate reproduction of the Main Hall,
which is completely wooden inside and out. It differs
essentially from the other compound buildings in which,
not true reconstructions, wood faces reinforced-concrete
structures housing exhibition room, shops and so forth.

The royal residence of the Ryukyu Kingdom, the Shuri
Palace was first built in the fourteenth century. It was
burned and rebuilt a number of times, and after the Meiji
Restoration of 1868 its interior was remodeled for use as
a Shinto shrine. The model for the current reconstruction
was the purely palace rebuilding of 1712, which was
designated a National Treasure in 1925.

The lack of detailed information on this building,
which burned during World War II, caused many diffi-
culties during the design and building process. The
following are the three fields requiring extensive
research.

1) Collection and analysis of written and other mate-

rials for the sake of compiling reconstruction plans.

2) Detailed historical investigations and testing of

materials for wooden structures, tiles, and sculpture,

styles, colors, and processes.

3) Recruiting of craftsmen and workmen willing to

work hard to create a technically superior reconstruc-

tion.

These difficulties were overcome owing to the united
efforts of planners, designers, and contractors.

The project set out to reconstruct Okinawan-style
palace architecture, which evolved in a distinctive fash-
ion as a fusion of Japanese and Chinese culture. The way
in which the project clarifies many characteristics of
Okinawan civilization is very significant.

In connection with evaluation of the whole complex, it
is important to say that, while in serious architectural
terms, they differ vastly from it, the ancillary buildings
emphasize the importance and the glory of the Main
Hall.

Ordinarily because of the relatively low level of creative
effort they require, reconstructions like this would be
considered only for special BCS Awards. In this instance,
however, the reconstruction demanded a great deal of
original reasoning, outstanding creativity, and aesthetic
awareness. For these reasons we felt it was worthy of a
BCS Award.



