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SANDOZ TSUKUBA RESEARCH INSTITUTE

FRTEH, R IE D < (EFHARXIRS Location,” Tsukuba City, Ibaraki Prefecture
BEX /Y FEMKASH Owner,/'Sandoz Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
et MGASHIERSTEEBER Architects,/Maki & Associates

BLE,/ EKEIMAESH Contractors,” Shimizu Corporation
T, 1993%3A31H Completion Date,/March, 1993
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Night view of the inner court.
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At¥Ehn 7 = Coffee shop in the A-wing.
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A fundamental founding principle of this institute was
the idea that excellent research depends on an excellent
environment. On the basis of that principle, this research
center integrates formerly dispersed facilities with the
aim of creating an environment in which international
cooperation is possible. The main task of the institute is
data production for the sake of obtaining approval for
pharmaceutical products. The work entails animal exper-
imentation.

The plan positions two research wings, where slightly
different kinds of work are carried out, and a triangular
administration building around an inner garden. Behind
them are the support-oriented biomedical wing, where
animals are kept, and the energy wing. Major plan
emphasis is on the inner garden, an oasis-like central
element that enriches the whole environment.

An angled axial line following the long side of the
triangular administration building penetrates the inner
garden in the form of a pond. Intersecting with the
parallel rows of maple trees, this axis richly varies views
of the garden from the surrounding architectural spaces.
The effect is heightened by the delicate, symbolic stair-
case projecting from the administration building and by
the lighting fixtures installed in the garden equipment to
illuminate the virtual sea of growing maples from below.

All major laboratories in the L-placed research wings
open on the garden. Large band windows unify the
interiors with the garden greenery. Glass curtain walls in
corner stairwells enable people moving from floor to
floor to sense the exterior scenes with their whole bodies.
A double-height lobby serves as the central feature of the
triangular administration building, which houses library
and dining hall too. An unusually high degree of refine-
ment characterizes furniture and interiors.

The lightness and abundant variety of the interiors are
echoed in the exterior in a combination of the glazed
corner stairwells with convex mosaic tiles in three shades
ranging from white to gray, grate-eaves over the band
windows, and the aluminum corrugated panels and eaves
of the top-story machinery room.

All in all, the building has extremely refined elegance
made possible by a high degree of construction accuracy.
Its success in creating an environment in which research
and the human element are integrated is especially
praiseworthy.



