ﬁ‘yﬁg?n‘/ﬂ?&??‘/x“/ a7 r 7N —
& R

SAPPORO FRONTIER TOWNS/SAPPORO FACTORY & POPLAR BEER GARDEN

it /dtBEL IR P REAL I ~25%, RXALTE Location,”Chuo-ku and Higashi-ku, Sapporo City

BEEE HyROE— LR Et Owner,/Sapporo Breweries Ltd.

RETE AR EERMR S Architects,/Taisei Corporation

BILE,/ KREZERSH Contractors,/ Taisei Corporation
FRE LB Ito-Gumi Construction Co., Ltd.
RSt Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.
KRS HIG T3 Chizaki Kogyo Co., Ltd.
ATHAREER TEMAS4E Maeda Corporation
=HEFHASH Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
KA St E A Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.
AARELFAREEA S JDC Corporation
REEIHER S Tobishima Corporation
AHERHEARH lwata Construction Co., Ltd.
HEZZHASHt Nissan Construction Co., Ltd.
A7 FIALKREH Kabuto Decom

W% T ,1993%3831H Completion Date,/March, 1993

HoyKo7ro b)) —28 SALEZELVRES Aerial view.
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T hYDLBLYIERESAERS  Plaza with the chemney viewed from the atrium.

L HERL ) EES RS West-building seen from the BRICK-building.
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L > #EERE Interior of the BRICK-building.
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HEOREA B EIFS Upward interior view of the tower.
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HiJll B’ TAKESHI NAKAGAWA
EABE  TADANAGA MIYAMOTO
T HAE  TOSHIO FURUTA

Innovations in social structure and production systems
in the latter half of the twentieth century have caused
many Japanese factories to move out of cities and into
rural areas. In 1989, Sapporo Breweries Ltd., relocated its
first factory from Sapporo to the city of Eniwa. The
company then proceeded to redevelop the old Sapporo
site, which was important for historical reasons. Further-
more, the local citizens have come to regard its old
red-brick buildings, (dating from 1888) and chimney as
beloved landmarks. Restoring and using these old ele-
ments became the center of the redevelopment project,
the basic concept of which was “A New Way of Life in
the North Country.”

An axial line penetrates the site and connects with a
neighboring city park. In coordination with a mainte-
nance department basic development plan for the north-
east district in Sapporo, a pedestrian network and a large
covered space where activity is unrestricted even by
severe winter weather were created. The admirable clarity
of the overall composition makes the place seem familiar
even to a first-time visitor.

In many urban redevelopment plans, coordinating the
opinions of numerous rights holders and tenants at the
planning stage makes achieving a coherent scenario
difficult. In this instance, however, the client’s position
and strong policies in relation to the project were appar-
ent from the outset. This gave a centripetal effect to the
operations of the architect and numerous other par-
ticipating designers and results in a sense of integration.

Among the individually distinctive plazas positioned
along the axial line, the one between the brick building
and the atrium deserves special notice. In it, the textures
of materials used in surrounding architectural wall sur-
faces, varied story heights, and changes in the pedestrian
flow and sight lines generate a human scale. The old,
black, heavy steel-plate chimney in the center of the
plaza serves as a monument and as a measuring rod
imparting a pleasant scale to the whole space.

Because its ambient temperatures are controlled year
round, the atrium is a place where the people of the
north country can comfortably experience a new way of
life. Openings in the walls of the commercial facilities on
both sides of the atrium reveal the activities taking place
within on all levels, thus generating a bustling urban
atmosphere. But the clutter of restaurant and bar tables
and ramps taking up most of the floor area is especially
unfortunate since a major urban appeal derives from
plazas where people are free to assemble, disperse, and
call out to each other without specific purpose.

Machinery surviving from the old brewery used to
decorate restored interiors is especially effective against
the restrained finishing materials. The contractors em-
ployed the most scrupulous methods to achieve a splen-
did restoration of the feel of the nineteenth-century
brickwork. The framework of the atrium demonstrates
great ingenuity in coping with such problems as mainte-
nance in a snowy climate. ;

The Poplar Beer Garden, owned by the same client and
located on an adjacent site, was submitted separately for
BCS Award consideration. The judges, however, saw fit
to consider the two together because the ensemble includ-
ing the Beer Garden and centering on two poplar trees
and the Memorial to Beer in the Pioneering of the North
develop in a way consistent with the old brick factory
building.
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