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Location,”Souraku-Gun, Kyoto
Owner,/Keihanna Interaction Plaza Inc.
Architects,/'Nikken Sekkei
Contractors,/Obayashi Corporation
Maeda Corporation
Okumura Corporation
Konoike Construction Co., Ltd.
Asanuma-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Takenaka Corporation
Kumagai-Gumi Corporation
Fujita Corporation
The Zenitaka Corporation
Aoki Construction Co., Ltd.
Morimoto Corporation
Kajima Corporation
Sumitomo Construction Co., Ltd.
Completion Date,March, 1993
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H:LaHBLY)arTLy 2 2%5R%  right : Complex blocks seen from the monumental plaza.




CECONANENACE: T e P O
~{ H——=_[BH] j=t k KawE T~ H ezl

e = KT = A '

VL LRI Ep B Ar R Er B 1E, ) N L

g 77

5 FEFE 3FEFE

AR - - - — i ! y
1[ [8F - (YT 1 —NEHE

|
=T | "
i g ANYER= o i £
;;;JL e i-l-‘/\\ 1] 1 w LI ] 1
=4 ) I i L
—— e T e T e T
% . 6H‘. i ot ,ﬁ\ 7 RUSL /W‘Lgb 3 P m r
i q axvra=n | | L = B
I gl 1
{ S V) S =
T L
M, B =
oz

&8
A4 k= b8 J

i

b

O

ECE - | BETE #8R1/1,500

36

e

POt 25,720.00m: (REEt)

EFEERE 9,336.69m:

MRS 40,576, 22m

g BEE 2L 2 ) — MER LU 2L 2
— M ek

B SRR M 1R Mib13RE BRI 2
— =R T 2R R 1R R
BT IR shb6ps BR1R 24>
R IHIF IR HiE4ARE 7Y UL
5 BORBE MR 1R b S R SR 1R

T 199144 H~19934 3 A

HEEE

SR

(3oittR - 7 b U L 558 - BTRR - SR R—

IN—FFHE] BIR 7 27 7ov MEEhika s 2 )

a4k 7 L — 4 Circular concrete frame.

@Y ICEL f- R—/¥—F K4k Super-laboratory wing faced to the street.
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This center for scholarly and cultural exchanges is the
centerpiece of Keihanna Science City, now taking shape
at the junction of Kyoto, Osaka, and Nara Prefecture. It
is 10 minutes’ drive from the Takanohara Station on the
Kintetsu Kyoto Railway, but future regional develop-
ment is expected to improve its transport convenience.
The completion of Kansai International Airport, in
Osaka, makes cooperative advanced technological
research with Tsukuba Science City, near Tokyo, more
convenient. The clients were two private organizations:
Keihanna Interaction Plaza, Inc., and the Sumitomo
Committee for the Promotion of Memorial Projects.

About 40 representatives of the worlds of industry,
scholarship, and officialdom originated the basic con-
cept from which planning for Keihanna City has evol-
ved. While using the thirty years’ experience of Tsukuba
Science City as reference, the concept is suitable to its
woody hilly region rich in romantic associations with
ancient Japanese history. The design committee (com-
posed of architects and professors from Kyoto Univer-
sity) has enthusiastically preserved the science city’s
overall coordination. The total image of Keihanna City
will emerge as buildings now in construction are com-
pleted.

The new complex consists of two blocks: a research-
laboratory wing 23 stories tall and a wing for conferences
and scholarly exchanges and housing lodgings and a
convention hall seating over 1,000. A monumental plaza
with a sundial sculpture unites with the road on the
southeast front of the site and skillfully integrates the
two blocks. This together with careful consideration of
site planting deserves high praise. From this plaza, a
massive concrete lattice-like frame structure leads to the
entrance and the atrium beyond it. In the transition from
outdoor to indoor, lighting too changes from natural to
artificial. Unfinished concrete inside the large atrium
generates an appealing space with a sense of mass and
tranquility.

The sundial sculpture, which creates a real feeling of the
Earth, was selected in an international competition.
Whereas the relation between sculpture and architecture
today sometimes tends to be rather coarse, this piece
splendidly coordinates spatial proportions between itself
and the building complex. Throughout the building,
skillfully executed details produce a sense of reliability
and tranquility and set a fine example in an era when
details are often roughly handled.

Safety supervision during the construction and coopera-
tion among all joint-ventures were so thorough that the
project has had no polluting effects. Very laudable tech-
nical skills produced this high-quality architectural com-
plex. It is to be hoped that the planning and construction
of all the other complexes in Keihanna Science City will
harmonize as well with the romantic history and rolling
green hills of the environment.



