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KANEMATSU BUILDING

Fr7EHh /B R Rk X 2 A2 | 4- | Location,”Cyuo—ku, Tokyo
BEE /BN RSH Owners,/Kanematsu Corporation
B SRR 4t The Dai-ichi Mutual Life Insurance Company
et SOkt Architects /“Shimizu Corporation
T EKEINRSH Contractors,/“Shimizu Corporation
% T,1993%2526H Completion Date,“February, 1993
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BEOEYASED 4RO TALHASX A TWS  General view over the street. Elevated-structural floor supported by the four columns.
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EEERQT 7K Night view of the pilotis.
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I S 20E—ALHYE, I—t—59C48% 7%= Sloping garden and coffee lounge seen from the entrance
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I>h3>20E— Entrance lobby.
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Upward view of the east facade.
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This rebuilding of the former Kanematsu headquarters is
especially unusual for the newly developed SD system,
which made it possible to preserve the basement levels of
the older building and to build the new building on top
of them. Like all rental office buildings, it had to be
convenient, comfortable, and profitable. In addition,
however, it was expected to have monumentality suited
to the location of its predecessor on the site.

According to the SD system, first the above-ground part
of the old building was dismantled, leaving the base-
ments intact. Caisson-type piles were installed at the four
corners of the plan, and foundations were laid on them.
Next, mega-columns were installed. An assembled artifi-
cial ground was lifted into place on the upper parts of
these columns. The rest of the building was built in the
ordinary manner. This system greatly shortens the con-
struction term and lowers costs by reducing the amount
of waste construction materials.

The new Kanematsu headguarters visually improves
the neighborhood because its upper levels are in line
with those of adjacent office buildings. The bamboo of
its sloping garden and lounge in the lofty (8 meters),
glazed, first-floor hall create wonderful views from the
street in front. Indeed the building contributes greatly to
the new dignity of Showa-dori Boulevard.

This open first-floor space harmonizes well with a
massive framework that strongly, yet lightly, supports the
densely designed upper curtain walls. Other eye-catching
and ingenious details include the hanging glass wall in
the entrance hall and the frameless glass in the entrance
storm-vestibule.

In general, today, cost reduction is the most important
factor in the design of rental office buildings. This
building, however, demonstrates a refreshing total
approach including dismantling, design, construction
and management.
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