5 &

S

AT

=

e

HORRRRNY
) t




L

BMEL V2 EMNELEL TREMES RS Downward view from the technical course room.

ZEKME - BITEHBERIRICER L TW5  Classrooms of the Homemaking course, multipurpose and technical course connected with the open-stepped style.

D) ¥ —IRNEXE Cylindrical interior of the music room. HREERE Audio-visual room.

if% Interior of the art room.
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JEVT. % SAKAE OMI
KHP&{Z TAKANOBU OTA
/NEPEESE KEIKI ONO

Primary and middle schools play a vital role in the
everyday cultivation of the sensitivities of the younger
generations. In spite of the pressing need to improve such
buildings in Japan, it is rare for a school of this kind to
win a BCS Award. Of course, creating a good school
demands outstanding architects and contractors. At the
same time, the initiative and enthusiasm of the planner
and client are essential. The celebrated writer Kenzaburo
Oe graduated from Ose Middle School. This and a
famous zone of restored old buildings in the local town
strongly influence local citizens’ cultural awareness.

As is true of many other rural areas in Japan, the
population of this region is dwindling. Therefore, con-
siderable thought about the optimum nature of middle
schools in such areas resulted in a careful concept for a
combination middle school and small regional culture
and sports center.

To leave open plenty of space for a sports ground, the
school buildings are positioned on the sloping part of
the site. Because of their profound connections with the
writings of Kenzaburo Oe, a pond and an old stone wall
were preserved to become so-called “sign spaces.”

In an unusual step, the ordinary proportion of special
to ordinary classrooms has been reversed: the amount of
space devoted to special classrooms has been increased to
underscore the nature of the school as a town culture
center. To overcome the numerous acoustical problems
inherent in designing such a space, the music room is
cylindrical. In accenting the total form, the designer
challenged prevailing taboos. The results are question-
able, and there is ample room for improvement.

Aside from its cylindrical shape, the music room is
interesting for its roof form and its trusses. Thoroughgo-
ing construction supervision and praiseworthy techno-
logical skill have produced a leakproof building. In
addition, construction accuracy of a high degree distin-
guishes the combinations of sashes and concrete and
wooden elements and concrete as well as the treatment of
steel frame and fittings.

In keeping with the wishes of the local citizens, roofing
tiles from the old school building have been used to pave
the courtyard. And the citizens themselves volunteered to
do the work. The school is more than just a school. As
a regional communication center of monumental impor-
tance, it has an invigorating effect on an area plagued by
increasing depopulation.



