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JAPAN RACING ASSOCIATION HANSHIN RACE COURSE

it/ EEREEHHOET - Location,” Takarazuka City, Hyogo Prefecture
BEEX HAFRERES Owner,/Japan Racing Association
%REtE / BARBERR GRS Architects,/ Japan Racing Facilities Co., Ltd.
KA S EFH MHS Planners, Architects and Engineers
WIE/EKEZGASH Contractors,” Shimizu Corporation
REESIMASHE Ando Construction Co., Ltd.
A St AR Obayashi Corporation
=EHEZKASH Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.
MR SHLIEBHE Asanuma-Gumi Co., Ltd.
KARERHERSH Daisue Construction Co., Ltd.
AR Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd.
BTHER THEKAS4 Maeda Corporation
KBEARLEARMASHE Dai Nippon Construction
MAREF A SHE Muramoto Construction Co., Ltd.
% TI,1992% 3 A31H Completion Date,March, 1992
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Rk O0—24& Y I—2% K3 Race track seen from the concourse.
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BEEREFEH S 1—2% K5 Race track seen from the stands.
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motivating force in this attitude shift has been supplied
by the Japan Central Racing Association and its pro-
gram of rebuilding and expanding dilapidated, cramped
racetracks. One such project was the rebuilding of the
Hanshin Race Track Stands, which reopened in Novem-
ber, 1991, after an eighteen-month closure for construc-
tion.

The new Hanshin stands are divided into two major
parts. The first is the six-story building housing the
stands themselves. As is becoming fairly common in
Japan, instead of being open to the outside air, the
spectators seats face glass walls. The interior spaces are
air conditioned, and seats and ticket windows are gener-
ously positioned. In short, the mood of these stands
differs considerably from that prevailing at race tracks
built shortly after the end of World War II.

At the Hanshin stands, however, architectural creativity
is most apparent in the paddock space behind the stands
and in the extremely rational planning whereby these
two functional zones are connected. The spacious main
concourse positioned on the second-floor level at about
the center of the main-stands building leads straight
south to the paddock. It has a spatial mood of its own
quite unlike anything encountered at racetracks any-
where else in Japan or overseas. Located on the first-
floor level, the paddock is surrounded on three sides by
a gently rising plaza extending from the second- to the
fifth-floor level in a composition reminiscent of an
amphitheater. The plaza space connects on each level
with the stands and ticket windows in the rear. An
immense roof spreading over the plaza and leaving only
the paddock itself open to the sky protects spectators
from both rain and the intense heat of the sun. The roof
is composed of a Teflon membrane on a pipe truss with
glazed, strip skylights.

In order to complete a building of this scale in only
eighteen months, the contractors used industrialized
methods, devised ingenious was to conserve energy, and
exerted great effort to ensure construction accuracy.
Their skills and hard work made possible the construc-
tion of a building that should set the course for Japanese
racetrack architecture of the future.
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