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Location,”Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Owner,/St.Luke's International Hospital
Architect,”Nikken Sekkei

Contractor /“Shimizu Corporation

Completion Date,February, 1992

BHEAIS8 General view from the southeast.
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—JL Teusrer Hall.

Lobby on the first floor.

—#%%1EER T Corridor in the general ward.
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We took a tour around district two of Saint Luke’s
International Hospital in such a way as to keep almost
all of district three in view. The plentiful greenery is
calming. Only the bold can ensure so much greenery in
the heart of the city. Fortunately, everything around the
base of the building is clean. The downward view from
the rooftop garden too helps.

The beige of the tiles visible through the trees is
harmonious. From a distance we found the color too
close to flesh tones, but later we were convinced about it.

The window placement in the low-rise wing is perhaps
a little ordinary, but I became convinced about that too.
The idea behind the number-one sickroom is superb.
Even a healthy person would like to stay here. The
well-thought-out windows may cut off a little too much
of the view. After all, the view from his window is the
only outside world the hospitalized person has. The
corridors are tranquility itself. Things are not left clutter-
ing around. We were so concerned about the outpatients
wing that I visited it two or three times. There are lots of
people there, perhaps because the hospital does not
operate entirely on the appointment system. Children are
especially conspicuous, but their movements are gentle.
Perhaps the hospital prospers because of its high reputa-
tion.

The flow at the entrance hall is smooth. Movement
lines are clear, and a person can orientate himself at
spatial points. It is good that Teusrer Hall. Hall is open
all the time. There is a certain elegance about the way
people look when they meditate silently alone. It makes
me realize that hospitals are places for the curing of the
mind too.

There are exhibitions at halting places in the flow of
the corridors. Return to normal society is accelerated by
means of works of art. The tradition of the old Saint
Luke’s is moderately interwoven into the new. Encoun-
ters with old familiar decor suggest things about conser-
vation. Masterpieces never leave us.

The hospital reveals perfect teamwork on the part of
client, designer, and contractor, all of whom demonstrat-
ed their abilities in this second district of Saint Luke’s.
We must not overlook the fine construction work, which
gave superior form to an important plan and a tech-
nologically sound design.
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