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Location,” Chuo-ku, Osaka City
Owner,”Osaka International Peace Foundation
Architects /Osaka City Urban Redevelopment and Housing Bureau

Coelacanth Architects

Contractor,” Obayashi Corporation
Completion Date,”August, 1991
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Although the site of a munitions plant during World
War II, a spacious plot of ground in southeast Osaka was
redeveloped later to become the richly planted, widely
popular Osaka Castle Park. The peace center is located
in part of that park. Osaka Urban Prefecture and the City
of Osaka worked together to plan and build this facility,
the main goal of which is to inspire a longing for peace
in local citizens by reminding them of the misery and
violent change war—especially in this case World War 11
—<causes. The building was built on the basis of a design
proposal selected in an open competition. Interestingly,
the highly varied interior-exterior spatial composition
makes virtues of the apparent disadvantages of the site,
located between the park and an elevated express high-
way and a ground-level trunk highway.

To block sounds and sight lines, the side of the
building adjacent to the highways is largely solid wall.
But diversity has been achieved by combining materials
and forms, including curviplanar exposed concrete,
metal sheet, and glass block. A through passage makes
the buildings a kind of gate to the Castle Park, which is
always open.

In contrast to the method used on the highway side, on
the park side, spaces are thoroughly open. Appealing
openness and approachability for young people height-
ened by the combination of a number of elements—for
example, a series of sharply pitched metal-sheet roofs
now revealed and now concealed by the park greenery, a
stepped plaza, ramps, a bridge, and a first-floor-level
patio. Buildings serving functions of this kind often have
a monumental, at worst put-offish, appearance. The
peace center, however, is to be commended for planning
management and the way in which it seems to invite
strollers in the park to feel free to enter and examine the
peace-museum exhibitions.

The interior is richly diversified and articulated into a
series of small spaces by a combination of structural
elements including reinforced-concrete, void slabs, HP
shells, and rigid steel frame. Pedestrian lines featuring a
ramp combine with ingeniously devised exhibitions to
produce always interesting, easy-to-understand display
spaces.

Especially in such difficult areas as steel-frame struc-
ture, triangular metal-sheet-clad roofs, curving exposed
walls that incline in their upper reaches, and a granite-
faced patio wall three stories tall, the contractors thor-
oughly understood the designers’ intentions and cooper-
ated to overcome a tight budget and short building term
to create architecture of a high caliber.
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