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Location,”Yokohama City, Kanagawa Prefecture
Owners,”Nomura Real Estate Development Co., Ltd.
Nomura Research Institute, Ltd.
Architects / Nomura Real Estate Development Co., Ltd.
Obayashi Corporation
Yamashita Sekkei, Inc.
Contractors,”Obayashi Corporation
Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Fujita Corporation
Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.

The Zenitaka Corporation

Nomura Construction Industrial Co., Ltd.

Completion Date,/March, 1991
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SRS RS £ ¥ — Nomura Securities Yokohama Learning Center.
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In recent years, all over Japan and especially in the outlying
districts of big cities, the tendency to sponsor suburban
redevelopment for business locations near residential areas
has gained impetus. Since such regions provide much more
attractive business environments than are available in
urban centers, the movement out of towns is likely to con-
tinue in the years to come.

Yokohama Business Park is a five-minute walk from
Tenno-cho, less than ten minutes by the Sagami Railway
from Yokohama Station. In addition to the hotel and
research center scheduled for the future, this large-scale
(13.1 hectares) private redevelopment plan includes three
office buildings, a research-and-development center, a
training center, and commercial facilities in an integrated
business complex.

When the proposal first arose, the businessmen involved
held repeated meetings with Yokohama municipal authori-
ties before they obtained official authorization for the first
all-national Urgent Urban Base Redevelopment Promo-
tional Undertaking.

Because of the residential nature of the neighborhood,
the greatest pains were taken to harmonize the project with
the setting by avoiding oppressiveness and sunlight restric-
tion to off-site areas. Skillful use of greenery, water, and
sculpture in the central open space and the peripheral road-
side spaces contributes to the creation of attractive resting
zones for building users and local residents alike. Such out-
standingly well designed regions as Bernini Hill (planned by
Mario Bernini) and first-floor open zones in the three office
buildings centripetally arranged in the center of the site
testify to the owners’ deep understanding of the nature of
public spaces.

Similar projects composed of open spaces and high-rise
buildings are often monotonous. It is one of the excellencies
of this project, however, that the three office towers and the
adjacent plazas are appealingly individualized.

The major facilities—like the research-and-development
center and the office towers—are intensely computerized
buildings individually outfitted with high-grade equipment
enabling them to function in a sophisticated fashion. But
regional building control, regional heating and air condi-
tioning, and networks of systems for fire- and disaster-pre-
vention too play a part in the overall complex. Recessing the
tower curtain walls (half-mirror and metal plates) and
truncating corners help adapt the buildings to their sur-
roundings. The way in which clients, designers, and con-
tractors cooperated as a team and worked in partnership
with local authorities to complete this superb complex
deserves respect.
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