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FUKUTAKE PUBLISHING BUILDING

Frretth /BELBREILTFEA 3-7-17 Location,”Okayama City, Okayama Prefecture
BRI HMASHERESE Owner,/Fukutake Publishing Co., Ltd.
REtE MRS R ERET Architect,/Nikken sekkei, planners, architects and engineers
WBIE/BEEEXGASH Contractors,”Kajima Corporation
HASHRAHE Omoto-Gumi Co., Ltd.
w T ,1990% 7 A31H Completion Date, July, 1990
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The Fukutake Publishing Company is well-known through-
out Japan as producers and distributors of educational com-
munications courses. This new headquarters building is
located in the center of the city of Okayama, where the firm
originated.

Because contributing to the improvement of the urban
neighborhood is one of the project’s basic concepts, the
composition provides plenty of spaces open to the general
public: the sunken garden with its pleasing color scheme
and a richly planted garden acting as a kind of park. Inside
the building too the lofty and refreshingly transparent and
sunny entrance hall, the bright gallery and art museum on
the mezzanine level, the lively light-filled basement-level
staff dining room, and the so-called Sky Garden on the
rooftop—indeed practically everything but the offices them-
selves—are open to the public.

A double north-south core makes possible broadly east-
west cantilevered office spaces completely free of structural
posts. Relatively low, very wide windows generate some-
thing of the charm of traditional Japanese snow-viewing
shoji panels, which permit views only at low levels. From
most stories as well as from the rooftop, the building com-
mands panoramas of the city.

Broad staircase gallery spaces—like those seen in some
department stores—stimulate communications among
levels. Warm, soft, cork floor coverings in the offices and
everything in the locker rooms, toilets, and tooth-brushing
corners have been carefully planned to harmonize with
workers life styles.

A colorful and elegant auditorium (maximum seating
capacity 1,500) located on the second basement level is out-
fitted with seats that rise and descend, a rear screen, and
sliding walls enabling the space either to serve as a full-scale
concert hall or to integrate with the foyer and sunken
garden in one, large, appealing space.

The front wall of the entrance hall and the rear wall fac-
ing the sunken garden are fitted with sliding glass windows
that, when pulled back, convert the entire lower zone of the
tower—from the foyer to the entrance hall and auditorium—
into an open zone ventilated by refreshing natural breezes.

The following evaluation accompanying the Ministry of
International Trade and Commerce Award, conferred on
the Fukutake Publishing Co. building is certainly apt: “In
all its parts, the building demonstrates consideration for the
need to create spaces for concentrated thought—one of the
building’s basic concepts. To achieve another of the
design’s fundamental ideas—positive participation in the
improvement of the neighborhood—the designers have pro-
vided a park space that makes the most of the natural
environment and a public art gallery to display the com-
pany’s collection.”

Skillfully employing the mild, gentle climate of the Seto
Inland Sea, the building is an energetic proclamation of the
youthful and bright outlook of the company it accom-
modates.

105



