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HITACHI CIVIC CENTER

Location,/Hitachi City, Ibaragi Prefecture
Owner /Hitachi City
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The core of a redevelopment plan for the area in front of the
Hitachi Railway station, the civic center faces a spacious
(more than a hectare) plaza on the north and commands
expansive vistas on both the north and the west.

The building houses seven different functional spaces
skillfuly mediated by means of a large atrium: the Science
Hall, based on the concept of experiencing science
enjoyably; a planetarium; a library, which is a center for
artistic, cultural, information-related, and learning activi-
ties; a multipurpose auditorium; a concert hall; an informa-
tion center; and a civic-communications center.

A clear traffic plan facilitates movement among the func-
tional spaces. Visitors to the science hall pass through what
is called the Effect Space and travel directly by elevator to
the entrance on the eighth floor. The same approach leads
to the planetarium entrance on the ninth story. A pyramidal
canopy in the atrium marks the entrance to the library. The
escalator to the left of it leads to the multipurpose audito-
rium on the second and the concert hall on the third floor.
The staircase beside it leads down to the basement informa-
tion center. The glazed elevators on the left go directly to
the civic-communications center and its conference rooms
on the fifth, sixth, and seventh floors.

The roof and walls of the atrium, the crux of the interior
plan, just half of them are made up of transparent glass
panels that produce pleasing, modulated illumination.

Putting the library and the concert hall in different wings
is effective in two respects. First, it makes possible a bright
and cheerful library whose lofty central zone is naturally
illuminated by a skylight. Second, it provides good southern
lighting for the civic-communications center on the fifth,
sixth, and seventh stories.

The sound-baffling boards of the specialized, shoe-box-
style concert hall demonstrates impressive originality.
Though smaller than La Villette, in Paris, the planetarium,
with its gently inclined floor, makes for more comfortable
viewing of projections.

One major characteristic of the exterior is the mechanic-
ally symbolical, apparently floating, huge planetarium
globe, clad in triangular titanium panels. Another is exte-
rior configurations clearly indicating interior functions.
Still another is external color schemes and finishings. Pre-
dominating restrained monotone makes dynamic composi-
tional elements clear from a distance. Closer views show
obvious concern with detail in extrusion-formed cement
panels and skillfully applied tiles with various surface treat-
ments.
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